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MISS ANN SHELDON; 
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A Lady who figured, during ſeveral Years, in the 
higheſt Line of public Life, and in whoſe His- 


TORY will be found, all the Viciſſitudes, which ſo 
conſtantly attend on Women of her Deſcription. 
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IN preſenting theſe wales to the 
world, I ſhall leave theft, Apology | 
to the candid mind of their humans 
readers.—If I unfold the errors of 
my life to the public eye e,—if, 1 
gratify public curioſity with a recital 
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; of my follies and misfortunes, —1 am 


| governed by motives, which, though 


they may not be ſufficiently intereſt- 


ing to juſtify a declaration of them 
to others, poſſeſs, all the power of 
Jultifying the e to ee 

| ji 
65 There is no enme more common 


among men, nor ſo fatal to the hap- 
| pineſs of women, as that of ſeduc- 


tion. The deprivation of property 


may be ſuſtained, —the wounds of 


cCalumny may be healed; —atone- 


ment may be ma 2 for almoſt every 


human error,. but the loſs of female 
virtue includes the loſs of every thing 
which can render female life honour- 
able ard , 
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; On this ſu ject the reader « of theſe 
volumes will be convinced, . am 


4 Ai II 18 45 f 
4 


£0 | 3 * - 


but 
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but too well qualified to write, I, 
have known the higheſt ſplendor of 


elegant proſtitution; I have experi- 
enced all the. giddy. pleaſure that 


mingles with the mercenary, gratifi - 


cation of libidinous paſſion:— I have 
been admired, courted, and even 


loved: and I now feel upon what ſlen- 


der, tranſitory; objects, the ſhort lived 


| proſperity of public women depends: 


5 and that when the beauty which 
tempted, the ſpoiler. begins to decay, 


admiration, turns to new objects; 


paſſion ſeeks for other ſources of 
gratification, and ales wee 
ang poverty ſages, Re 
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a ſtriking illuſtration in the hiſtory, 
of my life; and; in offering it. ta the 
world, I ſhall not, perhaps, n 
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4 | 
an” unentertaining, or unprofitable 
Durce ef inſtruction.—On reading 


it, unreflecting man, in the full chace 


of female viſtue, may, perhaps, feel 
the moment of reflection, and ſtop 
His ruinous career; and the une peri- 
enced beauty, about to yeild to the 
arts that beſet her; may ſer her 
_— dare Oe" from! 4. 
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t An eren, ö pebne delten hu 
6f late manifeſted a very confiderable 
gratification in Memeirs fitnitar t6 
. thoſe which 1 have no] publithed g 
and, without entering upon an in- 
vidious compariſon, or endeavouring 

to raiſe this work on the demerits of 
others, I fall detain the reader from 
the narration, metely to make a ſo- 
Ema and — | 
that 
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that the contents of theſe volumes 
are abſolutely true, - that there is not 
a lingle anecdote or circumſtance re- 
lated in them which receives the 
leaſt aid from the arts of fiction, or 
the dreams of imagiuation. Under 
the influence of the moſt rigid truth, 
my memory has dictated what my 
pen has written; and I ſubmit my=« 
ſelf ſuch as I have been, —and my 
work ſuch as it is, to the benevolent 
ee of ob public. 
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8 of they Hi ae 8 my. Zu- Neis 
J Circumſtances that led te my, Ruin—ang 


the Ae, pradiifed to ſeduce n Mes: HA ated... 
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Was the daugh ter of Mr. Holland, 
an eminent ſhip- builder near Lime- 
bote, in the county of Middleſex, who 5 
from à variety of misfortunes, to 
which men concerned in buſineſs are 
ever liable, had been odliged to quit 
the building of ſhips, i in order to take 
the command of one in the ſervice of 
Meſſrs. Trecothich, and Co. American 
merchants, at the period when this 
eee of my life dates i its commence- 
. | $$ STE 
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9 At this time, I was about fifteen 
years of age, and, as T may be now 
ſuppoſed to ſpeak of the beauty 
which undid me, without vanity, l 
ſhall add, that I was very much ad- 
mired in the neighbourhood of the 
place where my father lived. Several 
young men of worth and character 
paid their court to me, and ſome at- 
tempts had already been made to 
take me off, — but I was narrowly 
watched by my parents, and my own 
inclinations} at that time, not urging 
me particularly to the purſuit” of 
gaiety and 1 theſe attempts 
were fruitteſs. % l ef hy 
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My parents, eee 
the danger of my ſituation, and) in 
older to rid me of all my admirers at 
once, as well as to ſeparate me from 
94 B . 7 08 | the 5 
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the inconveniences which might re- 
ſult from their purfuit of me, deter- 
mined to ſend me on a viſit of a few 
months to relation, at the weſt end 
of the town, where 1 might alſo 
poſſeſs the advantage of improving 
myſelf, by ſnating the education, &c. 
of eee <0 


YT array © 


When Wise e was firſt: r 
1 nt 5 OP Payer. eee * 


As — was a 
_ eaptainof a Weſt-Indiaman, and the 
young man had been promi ſed a ſhip 
in the ſame trade: but whenever 1 
mentioned his name, in my mother's 
preſence, I was certain of a few days 
eonſinement within the houſe; in- 
deed; the was. 0 conſtantly. n 
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ANY # EHP of 
me to pay the propoſed viſit 0 my 
uncle, and ſo continually, theeaten» 
ing me with my father's diſpleaſure 
if I finally refuſed: tp go, that I at 
length yeilded to the propoſal. All 
my eldaths were, therefore, packed 
up as if I was never more to return; 
and my mother and my brother at 
, tended me in a coach to the place of 
ee. e ö sont 


7 


1 received with great kindaoky 
— uncle and aunt, and, with 
the moſt endearing marks of aſfection 
by my young couſins, Whe were 
happy to find in their relation a com · 
panzon ef their own age. After 1 
had pellet a few. days in my nem 
btuation, fred fnom the contiuudd 
remonſtrapres: of my mother, d 
| ho Seen ye aha lame teſtraint l 
1 Iuffered 
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offered at home, I found my ſelf 
wrapped up in meaſureleſs content: 
Eff t but little,” though I can- 
Hot ſay, but 1 ſometimes did think 
of my favourite admirer; indeed, tlie 
— which engaged me at 
Home, and the pleaſant walks which 
we "wdter: permitted to take in the 
environs of the town, in a great 
meaſure, engroſſed my thoughts and 
weaned my affections from their 
former object. But 1 ſtill lived in 
the regards of many of my wu 
and no ſmall trouble did many of 
chem undergo on my departure. 
But my brother was faithful to his 
truſt; and, notwithſtanding the daily 
importunities he received, he rigidly 


| obeyedithe commands of his mother, 


and never divulged the ae my 
àbode to any ey an tl 10 — 
ESL nut ” 4 ©. The 


AN N SHELDON. Tx 


The liberty which my couſins and 
myſelf enjoyed of walking out for 
our amuſement I thought an invalu: 
able privilege, and was uſed to look 
back with impreſſions, little ſhort of 
horror, on the reſtraints of maternal 
care. Vet by the latter I might have 
been preſerved in virtue ; andi: to the 

former, I qwe all the gay, guilty 

variety of vice, Which has by de- 
grees, conducted me tothe ſtate of 
neglect and e in which I now 
ere with life. 32 te 09 


18 de eee 1 BH 
— al 1; was. one day walking with 
one of my couſins in the park, we 
were accoſted by an elderly lady, ex- 
tremely well dreſſed, who talked 
much of the ſineneſs of the weather, 
aud the pleaſantneſs of the park 3 
but, at the ſame time, expreſſed her 
mog B 6 aſtoniſh- 
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aſtoniſhment that we never extended 


our walks as far as Brompton, which 
ſhe repreſented as the moſt agreeable 
ſpot im the vicinity of Londog.—She 
then told us that ſhe had a charming 
houſe there, with a garden full of 


fruits and flowers, and made every 


offer of civility and pleaſure if we 
would go and ſee her. In ſhort the 
faid ſo many obliging things, and 
In ſuch an obliging manner, that we 
were almoſt prevailed on to promiſe 
a compliance with her deſires. How- 


ever, fortunately for my couſin, at 


Neaſt, we thought it prudent to re- 


torn home, as the lady was a ſtranger 


to us, and; in our little domeſtic oc- 
expations,” forgot, for that day at 
leaft}-all the fine things which our 
new acquaintance had ſaid to us. 


nend morrow, however, her fine 


promiſes 


a 
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promiſes came foreibly upon our re- 
collection, and the hopes of ſeeing 

her elegant houſe, and enjoying the 
dain ties of her garden, c. induced 
us to take a walk in the park, with 
the hopes of meeting the lady again, 
being determined, if we ſhould be 
ſo fortunate as to ſee ber, and ſhe 
ſhould repeat her invitation, to ac- 
company her to Brompton. But this 
errand failed of ſucceſs, and we res» 
turned home from the park diſap- 
pointed at not having attained the 
objett which had induced us to take 
our walk thither. However, in the 
courſe of 2a few days, happening to 
be out for the purpoſe of purchaſing 


fome millinery trifles, I, by chance, 1 \ 


met the lady once more, who after 
addreſſing} me in terms of the utmoſt 


- NEALE very earneſt 


2419 manner 
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manner to come and ſtay a few days 
with her; at the ſame time, tempt- 
ing me with repeated offers of amuſe- 
ment and pleaſure. She wiſhed me, 
ſne ſaid, to come alone; that ſhe 
would meet me at any place I ſhould 
appoint, and would take me home 
in her own ene n SS ret ol 
4 01 FR tay rd ra gig rekt 
Such invitations and made in fucks 
a flattering manner, had their full 
effect upon my innocent mind; 
neverthelefs 1 had the prudence to 
tell her that I was on a viſit to rela- 

tions whom it was abſolutely neceſ- 
fary I fhould conſult in the buſineſs, 
as it was wholly improper in me to 
viſit any petſon whatever without 

obtaining their approbation;! | But 
this good lady knew the world too 
well, and had been too long experi- 
int | enced 


* for quitting ſuch good friends, to 
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enced in the arts of ſeduction, not to 
be able to get the better of any mos» 
mentary. ſuggeſtions of my feeble 
reaſon; ſhe therefore opened all her 
artillery of fine ſpeeches and ſiue pro- 
miſes, till I confented at laſt to pax 
her the propoſed viſit. She had al- 
ready repeated to me what an elegant 
Houſe: ſhe had at Brumplon, and that 
ſhe would take mè there in her own 
coach; nor did the fail to inſinuate, 
at different times, that it was a pity 
fuch a charming perſon as I'was; had 

not a carriage of my own. Thus 
flattered, I agreed to go with her the 

next day; but feeling at the ſame 
time, the awkwardneſs of my ſitu⸗ 
ation, in reſpect to my uncle and 
aunt, I applied to the lady to know 
what excuſe I could make to them 


1 | pay 
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pay a viſit to a perſon Who was an 
entire ſtranger to me. As for that, 
my dear child, replied ſhe, leave it 
to me, and depend upon it, you ſhall 
get into no ſerape from any quarter. 
She then told me to inform my re- 
lations, that, while I was out, I had 
met a perſon who was coming to tell 
me that my mother was taken ſuds 
denly ill, and that, as my father was 
in the country, the deſired I would 
come and be with her till ſhe 758 
recovered: that a lady of her ge. 
quaintance would call for me and 
take me home in her carriage, and 
that it would not be neceſſary for me 
apts along with 
me. Having made this arrange ment 
and appointed the hour When ſhe was 
to call upon me, we took leave of 
n I toon. executed: my h.: 
tle 


ANN SHELDON. 17 


tle buſineſs, and on my return home, 
related the ſtory, in which I had been 
ſo well inſtructed, to my uncle and 
aunt, who, neither of them ſuſpecł- 
ed the leaſt deception, but expreſſed 
their hearty concern, not only at my 
mother's illneſs, but alſo at my de- 
parture, as they now conſidered and 
loved me as one of their own 

children. kara eyil; A 
* 1 J 
* My ki. Were more. a | 
about my return home, - thaugh they 
were not of an age, and. happily for 

them, did not,poſleſs an experience 
which might lead them to ſuſpe& 
that decett in others, which they 
knew not how to practiſe themſelves. 
Their natural inquiſitive ſpirit, theres 
fore, was caſily baffled, and their un- 
2 curioſity quickly diſſipated. 
* 


4 . 
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They little thought where I was s go 
ing, and lamented the temporary loſs 
of a companion who had rendered 
herſelf agreeable to them. ] he next 
day the pretended acquaintance of 
my mother arrived in an elegant car- 
riage, when my indulgent relations 
took an affectionate leave of one, who 
little deſerved the regard they ſo 
kindly manifeſted for her. I entered 
the carriage with a mingled ſenſation 
of pleaſure and pain; the lady re- 
ceived me with marks of uncommon 
ſatisfaction, and in a A mort time 
v artiued Nux rh 90 _ 
Patt too! tos ew ei 
My imagination had ee | 
amuſed itfelf with the expe&ation of 
the fine things I was to fee, and tha 

| pleaſures -1-was to enjoy, though 
had no decided idea either of theo 


: s . 
Nin _—_ 
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or other. The | handſome houſe at 
whoſe door the carriage ſtopped, and 
which I found was the place that 
had been fo greatly vaunted to me, 
flattered my fooliſh wiſhes; nor was 
my vanity diminiſhed when I was 
uſhered into a large, well furniſhed 
room, and preſented to a lady dreffed 
in all the elegance of faſhion, and 
rt my conductreſs introduced mie 
to under the name of Mrs. Hor fit? 


The perſon that had accompanied 
mie, and whoſe name was Wilſon; 
was, I ſbon found, a Anidiof-coms 
panion to Mrs, Hor/hant, who was the 
miſt teſs of the houſe and who res 
ceived me With the moſt flattering 
marks of regard and approbation.— 
She preſented ine very ſoon after my 
arrival to her two daughters wha 


* were 
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were about my own. age; and poſ. 

ſeſſing ſuch ſociety — being entertain, 
ed with every amuſement that could 
be procured me, and gratified with 
every indulgence my fancy could de- 
fire, +I paſſed ſeveral days in my 
new abode in uninterrupted pleaſure, 
too innocent as yet to ſuſpe& the 

danger that awaited me, and the arts 
which were employing to in mo 
for ever. 


1 One morning as the Miſs Horſham 
and myſelf were amufing ourſelves in 
the parlour, a luſty gentleman rode 

up to the door, and knocked: at it 

with the end of his whip, when one 
of the young ladies bid her ſiſter call 
up the ſervant, for that their father 
was at the door. When on aſking 
a if that was really the 
18 | caſe, 


\ 
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caſe, ſhe aſſured me that the gentle- 
man I faw was her father, and added 
alſo, that he was the Marquis of 
Granby.—TYhis information added an- 
other article to my vanity, as T now 
confilered myſelf to be in the houſe, 


and of courſe the gueſt of a One" 
man' 8 RY, - 


When his + deans 530 a angles 
from his horſe, he entered the houſe 
and was conducted into anothet room, 
where Mrs. Horſham waited to receive 
him. I, alas! little thought what 
was the occafion; of his viſit, and 
that when I was ſoon after ſent to be 
preſented to him, it was for the pur- 
poſe of ſeeing whether 1 was an ob- 
je& worthy of being ſacrificed to his 
Hbidinous —— —On my entering 
the room, Mrs. Horſham introduced 


_ me 
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me to his Lordſhip, with great cere- 
mony, as a young lady who; Was 
1 time, the moſt pts en- 
comiums on my beauty. The Mar- 
quis, with great politeneſs, came 
ö to meet me, and, taking me 
by the hand, exclaimed, what, a 
beautiful girl I was. He then aſked 
if ever I had been at Ranelagh, how 
many plays! had ſen, &c. &c. which 
being a kind of convetſation. I was 
not very well acquainted with, 1 ſoon 
took an opportunity; of quitting, the 
company, and haſtened down Rairs 
to Mrs. Wilſon, in order to tell her 
what had paſſed, and to make my 
enquiries concerning the noble Lord, | 
who had been ſo laviſh in his, Praiſes 
of me. She told me, that he Was the 
beſt tempered creature in the world, 
as 


. 
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as well as the moſt generous of hu- 
man beings ; ſhe then aſked me how 
I: ſhould. like him for an huſband, 
and on my' declaring that I would 
not have him for all the world, ſhe 
replied, that I did not know what I 
ſaid, for if I had him, he would 
give me a carriage, and a chair, and 
a number of ſervants in fine hveries, 
and that [ ſhould become a lady of 
quality; but I continued ſtedfaſt in 
my firſt opinion, and told Mrs. 
Wilſon, that if | he would give me 
twenty coaches I would not have 
bim, for that there was one 1 liked 
much better, who, though he had 
not a coach, would ſoon have a ſhip 
of his own, and whom my, mother 
had promiſed me I ſhould ' marry, 
when I was of a proper, age.” My. 
anſwers did not ſeem to meet with 


- 
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Mrs. Wilſon's approbation, who con- 
tinued to ſpeak againſt a ſailor's life, 
the abſence of ſeamen from their 
wives, and their inconſtancy when 
they were abſent from them. — Oh, 
faid ſhe, my dear girl, you had bet- 
ter have an huſband who will keep 
you a coach, and be always at home 
with you; beſides, continued ſhe, the 
nobleman above ſtairs is deſperately 
in love with you, and if you ſhould 
| get much older before you conſent 
to 'matty, you will be an old maid 
and then no one will have you; at all 
events, I replied, that I would ſoon- 
er die an old maid than marry him. 
Mrs. Wilfm, ſtill continued her in- 
ſidious converſation, when the par- 
lour bell tung, and Mrs. Horſum 
_ defired ſome wine and cake might be 
carried up ſtairs, which office TI was 
211 7 deſired 

. 


* 
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deſired to perform; when the Mar- 
quis repeated his encomiums on my 
beauty, and, after refuſing a glaſs of 
wine, which his lordſhip preſſed me 
to take with great politeneſs, I quit - 
ted the room. A few minutes after, 
Miſs Harriot aſked me to accompany 
her in fetching a decanter of ſpring 
water for her mamma, who drank it 
every day at dinner. Accordingly we 
went to a particular. ſpring -which 
was in a lane at the bottom of the 
garden, and, on our return, we met 
the Marquis on horſeback, who ac- 
coſted us with great civility; he told 
me I was the ſweeteſt girl in the 
world, and bid me make haſte home 
and take care of myſelf, for that 1 
did not know my own value; ſo away 
he rode, and as I had been the ſub- 
ject of his praiſe, he was now the 
VOL. I. C 270 object 
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object of my enquiry; and I aſked 
my companion, why her father did 
not live at home. She replied, that 
he had a much handſomer houſe in 
the neighbourhood, and that though 
| ſhe and her ſiſters were his children, 
they were not legitimate, as he had 
"ow been ee to their . 
This eee young and un- 
experienced as J was, put ſome 
ſtrange thoughts into my head; but 
our little errand being finiſhed, I 
ſoon loſt them in the purſuit of thoſe 
amuſements, which, with Mrs. Hor- 
fham's attentions, and the kindneſs 
| ſhe ſhewed me, made my time paſs 
very pleaſantly: away. This day, in 
particular, Mrs. Horſham thought 
proper to ſhew me very uncommon = 
rd and * while we 
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were eating fruit, which ſhe always 
gave me in great plenty, ſhe enter- 
ed upon a long diſcourſe, particular - 
ly addreſſed to me, whoſe object I 
ſoon after had ſufficient experience to 
perceive, but which at the moment 
it was uttered, I thought to have 
proceeded from the pureſt dictates of 
—_— and n | 


She Ae with Ale me, oy auen 

, the gentleman who had juſt been 
te there, had paſſed a thouſand com- 
0 pliments upon me, and had expreſ» 
„ fed a very warm intereſt in my 
« welfare and future happineſs; an 
* intereſt which could only be 
4+ equalled by that which ſhe her- 
1 ſelf felt for me. Indeed, continu» 
„ ed the, you are à beautiful girl, 
„ and 1 hope, whenever you marry, 
v7" * C 2 46-36 
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4c it will be to ſomebody who will 5 
4 be ſenſible of your worth; but at 
„the ſame time, I muſt warn you 
1 againſt the arts and deceits of men, 
«© who, whenever they make vows 
& and proteſtations are ſure to. de» 
* ceive. Take care, my dear, aid 
4c ſhe, above all things not to be per- 
4 ſyaded to receive any letters from 

them, and eſpecially to write an- 
. Awers, for that is a very danger- 
0 ous buſineſs; and I beg of you, 
4 not to accept any offers of being 
4c treated on parties of pleaſure, ot 
2 to balls, plays and operas, or to 

% Ranelagh and #auxhall, or any other 
46 public amuſements ; for at ſuch 
. places, many a young perſon is 
4c ruined, and their characters loſt 
sc ſor ever. I am certain, my dear 
6 ird, if you will be governed by 


I; | _— o | 6 me, 


ANN SHE LD ON. 29 


1 me, that you will become a bright 
% woman; for you may be aſſured, 
„ that 1 will take the ſame care of 
„% you, that: I do of my own 
„children, and I doubt not, but 
% you will all be well ſettled in the 
% world and make a figure in it; 
« and whenever you chuſe to go 
« home to your friends, I myſelf 
«© will go with you, and deliver you 


62:3 ſafe to them.“ Hen DAI: 6 

4 0 | fi: 5 #0 

2 5 1 ſat Gilent Rs attentive, ſhe 

0 contin ued her neee = 
SY 1” 5 — C 
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” ſaid; ſhe, are calculated for little | 
e elſe than to decoy innocence, ws 
4 to become the deſtruction of 
% virtue, unleſs the young people . - 
1 n frequent them, are accom. 
4 fs 33", O3 40 . 
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6 panied by ſome perſon of mature 
0 experience and eftabliſhed charac- 
„ ter. Above all things, my dear, 
« continued ſhe, be careful of your 
« ſociety, and ſhun the company of 
% pay and giddy women, who may 
« lead your unſuſpicious. nature ta 
t deſtruction. Believe me, that 
« however artful the men may be, 
your own, ſex are far more inſidi- 
| « ous, and poſſeſs a greater capacity, 
and an equal' diſpoſition to undo 
« each other. Your youth and 
beauty may render you a bleſſing 
„ to an honourable man, and by a 
«© prudent mode of life, and with 
ſuch a connexion, you may make 
a very reſpectable figure in the 
„ world.—But, my charming girl, 
sit grieves me to tell you, that this 
44 22 c e. which makes you the 
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delight of all who look upon you, 
renders you an object for the 
baſeſt paſſions to poſſeſs; it be- 


comes my duty, as you are under 


my k roof, to tell you, that there 
are a ſet of women, whoſe whole 


employment it is to decoy young 
creatures away from their friends 


in order to proſtiture them to the 
Ty 


men of faſhion, | who frequent 


their infamous houſes; and if it 


fhould be your unhappy lot to be 


enſnared into one of thoſe miſer- 


able receptacles of proſtitution, 
you will be ruined for ever, —rob 
your parents of their peace of 


% mind, have their characters blaſt- 


64 
66 


4 


ed for neglecting their child, and 

bring on the delteuctian bath of | 

rap body and äh n 241, % 
4 ans 2 9107197 * 4 } TY 
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Here my mind, which at that time 
pPoſſeſſed a tenderneſs that makes 
beauty more amiable, was ſo affected 
with the picture which the old ſorce- 
Teſs had ſo artfully drawn, that 1 
heaved a deep ſigh, and dares into a 

good of __—_ Fi; „ cet 

| | TREE 
0 — FR effect ber diſcourſs 
had upon my ſpirits,” the art ful wo- 
man was not at a loſs, to ſooth my 
ſenſibility, and to make it ſubſervi- 
ent to her purpoſe. 4 To bo ſure,“ 
aid ſhe, I have given you but a 
4 fad picture of the world and its 
* 12 however, from the 
manner in which it has. affected 
"66 — the evident ſigns of hor- 
«* the account I have given of them, 
« may venture to truſt you with 
+012 H ä the 
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* the ſecret, that I have greatly 
exaggerated them; l may now... 
e truſt your underſtanding, with te | - 
e ling you, that public amuſements 
% may be innocently enjoyed by 
thoſe who take the proper pre- 
5 cautions; that, though what are Ss 
called public places, are ſome-' 
times attended with bad conſe- 
* quences to young people, yet 
6 there in reality is, no danger. 
« when frequented in proper com- 
pany; but that then, they might 
even produce the means of im- 
„ provement, and be ſaid to form 
2 part of elegant education.— I. 
4 have children, continued this ny 
« cellent friend, —and,,. therefore” 
can addreſs you with the feelings 
aud experience of a mother; and to 
66 an that theſe are my real ſenti 
Won! 7 Of oF 3 2 0 
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„ ments, and that a young perſor, 
e of the good ſenfe, which I am now 
convinced you poſſeſs, can re- 
& ceive no diſadvantage when pro- 
v perly attended, at any of the places 
of public reſort, I will, in a 
« few days, and, perhaps the fol- 
« lowing evening, take you in my 
4 coach to the play.“ She then bid 
me recover my ſpirits, and go and 
amuſe myſelf with her daughters, 
who had left the parlour before this 
important lecture began; charging 
me, at the fame time, not to com- 
municate her intentions of taking 
me to the play, as they would be de- 
ſirous of going with her, and they 
would prevent her from making the 
entertainment ſo agreeable and in- 
ſtructive, as if I were alone with 
her. 1488 "Ty , 1 64} an TS toy oc: 
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T now immediately withdrew t 
my young companions, and in 112 


common diverſions with which wg, A 4 


amuſed ourſelves, ſoon loſt all. re- 
mains of that ſenſibility which the 
long harangue of their mother had 
awakened in my unſuſpicious boſom. 


la the evening, Mrs. Horſham in- 
formed me, that ſhe had a very par- 
ticular favour to requeſt of me, 
which was to carry a letter for her 
the next day to the Marquis of Granby, 
who then refided at the Duke of 
NRutlamd s houſe at Knightſbridge, and 

to deliver it into his owt» hand: as it 
was a letter of great conſequenee,, 
which ſhe could not truſt to tlie care 
of a ſervant.— She ſaid, it related to 
a commiſſion which the Marquis had 
been * good as to promiſe to 4 
58 C 6 7 gentle 
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nnn Who Was to marry her 


| daughter Sephia, and that 1 was to 


pring it. back with a. 


* 
70 
4 R 
% 


* 3 and te 1 
ts. oblige her, and the next morning 


e unſuſpectedly, went on this 


errand When 14 arrived at the 
Duke! 8 houſe, I ſaw a great number 


of perſons, maſtly officers, who 


were Waiting to ſee the Marquis; 


and was treated with that degtee of 


freedom by them, as ſuch a girl as 1 
then was might have expected, if I 

had known a little more of the World 
chan 1, then did. However, after 
beating myſelf called a damned fine 
girl, twenty times over, and ſome 


8 other things ſuggeſted, which I did 


not then underſtand, I got admiſſion. 
N houſe;, and enquiring 1 1 
eat? r 8 — could | 


. * 1 
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could fee the Marquis, I was told 
that he had company with him, bur 
that he would be ſoon viſible, andy» 
in the mean time, I was defired to 
walk into a room till his Lordſhip 
was diſengaged: perceiving, how- as 
ever, that the place to Which the 
ſervant was conducting me was very 
dark, I begged leave to remain in the 
hall; when I was ſhewn into a large 
elegant parlour at the back part of 
the houſe. Here I delivered my letter 
to the ſervant, and did not wait long 
to receive its anſwer, which was, in- 
deed, of a very different nature from 
that which 1 had been made _ 
ys: would de A to me. 
. * buſineſs 8 ts 
Mar rquis, he had not received the 
letter, of 1 1. was the beater 
G | five 
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tive minutes, before he made his ap- 
Prarance. On entering the room, 
he cautiouſly. ſhut the door, and 
then ſeated himſelf by me. After 
the firſt common ſalutations, he 
* queſtioned me concerning Mrs. Hor- 
Ham, and how long T had been a 
viſitor at her houfe. My anſwers. 
conſiſted of the plain truth, and F 
told him my little hiſtory, with all 
the fimplicity' of an uncorrupted 
mind. His Lordfhip- then aſked; if E 
I intended to prolong my ftay at 
Brompton, —and if Thad a brother in; 
the army, as he would undereake* ”m 
forward his. promotion ;—and, ': 
my anſwering i m D apr err he 
began to grow more familiar with: 
me, pulled me on his knee, and at- 
tempted to take liberties which 
alarmed my fears, and awakened me 
8 into 
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into reſiſtance. He then offered me 
a purſe of guineas, which J refuſed 
with contempt, and told him, that 
was not the errand on which Mrs. 
Horſbam had ſent me.— His Lordſhip- 
eoulcꝭ not help ſmiling at my ſimpli- 
eity, and renewed his freedoms im 
uch a manner, as made me ſcream. - 
out, and thteaten him with crying, 
em if he Puerta $0 * 1 
Finding me eſtate; 4 not to- 
be won to his purpoſe, either by 
force or with bribes, he grew more 
mild, and began to ſooth and com- 
fort me, in terms of great civility 
and kindneſs; tempting me, with 
great offers, to make an aſſignation 
with him; but perceiving that any 
preſent attempts, at leaſt, would be 
2 he begged me not to ſay any 
thing 
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thing of what had happened, that 
he would make me amends for hav- 
ing ſpoiled my cloaths, (which, to 
ſay the truth, he had almeſt pulled 
aff my back) — and that he would go 
and write: an anſwer to the letter. 
Accordingly he went up ſtairs, and 
returned in a very ſhort time with a 


letter in his hand, when he found, 


me arranging my tattered garments: 
as well as they would admit, and my 
n 30g: den would: ſubs; me. 
1 28 
8 3 reg Sh viſit . behaved 
in the politeſt manner poſſible, paſſed. 
| the higheſt encomiums, on my beau- 
ty, told me I was a good gil, and 


putting eight guineas and a letter to 


Mrs. Honſbam, 1 Into my hand, bid me 


take care of e n took e. 
leave. W b hazy Hutt 


wed Jo 02 


| ' i 
AZ} 144 | * 
2 4 
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It is not for words to expreſs the joy 
I felt when I hadquittedthe place, and 
it was not long before I reached Mrs. 
'Horſham's houſe, who, ſeeing me enter 
in a ſtate of the utmoſt trepidation and 
alarm, began to expreſs her friendly 
apprehenſions, leſt ſome one had ill 
treated me in the road; but I foon ſa- 
tisfied, or rather diſ- ſatisfied her, in 
that point; for 1 told her, that the 
Marquis had behaved to me with the 
utmoſt rudeneſs and indecency, and 
that nothing ſhould ever prevail on 
me to repeat my viſit to him. O, 
% my dear, replied the ſmiling, 
vyou quite miſtake the matter he 
is the laſt man in the world who 
„ would do an injury to any one,. 
% and the liberties he took were 
merely to try whether you were as 
« yurtuaus as you appear to be. 
= | « Gentle 
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% Gentlemen of his rank; the ſaid, 
were always difpoſed to take no- 
« tice of handfome young girls like 
« you, but the Marquis certainly 
% had no unfriendly intentions in 
„the careſſes he offered to beſtow on 
% you.“ —Sbhe then began her uſual 
ſtrain of flattery, told me ſhe was 
ſure I ſhould ſoon have a coach of my 
own,. and concluded this addreſs to 
my riſing vanity, by telling me, that 
ſhe had an opportunity of introduc- 
ing me into the company of gentle- 
men, who would conduct themſelves 
towards me with the ſtricteſt ho- 
nour; and that if I would be govern- 
ed by her, I ſhould dann — 
n i 4 


- Mrs. Horfhain now ants to treat 
. e ende with augmented at- 
n tention; 
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tention; and, as I did not underſtand 
what the intended by her continual 
adulation, I received it all as the oft- 
ſpring of pure kindneſs; while fhe 
interpreted my innocent acquieſence | 
to be an aflent to her propoſitions, — 
and the began already to reckon upon 
the profits, which would be produc- 
ed by the ſale of on poor devoted 
my 


But a ct W ee fers 
r after my viſit to Rutland houſe, 
which did not tend to forward the 
progreſs of Mrs. Honſbam's pious de- 
ſigns for my advancement. The 
King's hounds, as 1 was then told, 
had purſued their game into Mrs. 
Horſbam's garden, and a great num- 
ber of perſons of diſtinction attend- 
ed on the Port! ;— among theſe were 

the 
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the Duke of York, Mr. Boyle Malfing- 
ham, Mr. Ralph Sheldon, &c. and as 
they were waiting about the door of 
the houſe, I expreſſed my curioſity to 
ſee the Duke of York; when Mr, 
Malfingbam, who. I before obſerv- 
ed, to have regarded me with par- 
ticular attention, came forward to 
- gratify the with I had mentioned, by 
pointing out his Royal Highneſs to 
me, and then attempted to engage 
mein; converſation with him; but, 
to ſay che truth, Mr. Sheldon, whom 
I thought the handſomeſt man I had 
ever ſeen, ſo attracted my notice, 
that Mr. Malfingham did not find me 
in the leaſt diſpoſed to pay any atten- 
tion to him.— The company how- 
ever, ſoon diſperſed in purſuit of their 

. res I returned i ae whe houſe, 


WT * 181 9 1 Zarin * - 11 bighly 
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bighly delighted with what J had 


The next day, I intimated my 
purpoſe of returning home to my 
friends, but Mrs. Horſham, who did 
not at all like the idea of loſmg me 
ſo ſoon, had recourſe to her uſual 
arts, and what with the fine things 
ſhe ſaid, and the promiſes of the fine 
things ſhe made me, I was eaſily 
perſuaded to A ee be 1 _ * g 
Hef 01577 e TTY bt 
| IT TITTY p N 
The rotdewing day; as Js rity 
in the parlour with Miſs Harriot, who 
was my favourite companion,—-Mrs. 
Wilfon, whom I have alteady pro- 
ſented to the reader, deſired to ſpeak 
to me; I immediately went to her; 
when ſhe deſired me to take a walk 
0. | with 


ab ME MO IAS or 


with her into Cromwel!'s gardens, as 
ſhe had ſomething of very great im- 
portance to communicate to me, I 
immediately complied with her pro- 
poſal, and ſhe then aſked me, if I re- 
membered the two gentlemen whom 
I had ſeen at the door of our houſe 
the day before; I naturally replied 
in the affirmative, for indeed, I had 
been thinking of one of them ever 
fince. - She ſaid, they were both men 
of faſhion, and that one of them 
had fallen deeply in love with me, 
and that he would have come him- 
ſelf to have communicated his paſ- 
ſion to me, but that ſhe had adviſed 
him to the contrary, - as it would 
awaken - Mrs. Horſham's: jealouſy, 
who being very anxious to marry 
ber own daughters, would be ve- 
ry unhappy at ſeeing me preferred 
iir | | | to 
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3 


to them. On my enquiring concern 


ing their fortunes, ſhe told me, that 
Lord Granby was their father, and 
allowed their mother five hundred 
pounds a year to ſupport herſelf and 
them. This intelligence rather 


wy alarmed me, and I could not help 


expreſſing ſome degree of uneaſineſs 
at my ſituation ; when ſhe ſoothed me 
with the aſſurance, that no harm 
ſhould happen, and that the would 
enter more particularly into the ſubs 


ject at a future opportunity, and 


recalled my attention to the particular 
| buſineſs which ſhe had to unfold to 
me. f re 1482029 | 


She then informed me, that the 
gentleman,” who was ſo much en- 
amoured of me, would come that 


afternoon to the lane, at the bottom 


of 


- 


— VO ——— ̃ . — —¹⁴— ooo "oo * 


48 MEMOIRS Or 


of the garden, and that if I would 
go and ſpeak to him there, ſhe would 
do herſelf the pleaſure to accompany 
me. I conſented to her propoſal, and 
went with her to the lane at the 
time appointed, where we found the 
gentleman walking, and his carriage 
—— at ſors little diſtance, tt: 
i 2 0 am aeg to bene aha: I 
vic very much; diſappointed, in not 


| finding him to be the handſomer of 


the two gentlemen who had talked 
to me on the previous day. I wiſhed 
to have ſeen Mr. Sheldon, and would 
have been moſt ſincerely glad to have 
retired, when I found it. to be Capt. 
a whole broadſide of compliments, 
not doubting, 1 ſupppoſe, that he 
ſhould make a prize of me at once, 
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and without any reſiſtance on my 
part .—He' ſaid, he was that day 
Sbulburne; but that he preferred 
walking with me in that lane, to the 
beſt. 0 or the firſt ares e in 
ee ba Till. | 5 
©1723] ala ttt unh 1. ˖ 
0 told me, that ne was ee 
| " inithes navy and had a. very good for- 
tune, but that when his brother the 
Earl of: Shannon died, he ſhould have 
a much greater, and that all which 
1 he poſſefled. at preſent, as well as 
what he might have in future, ſhould 
be at my command, if my heart was 
diſengaged, and I would beſtow ĩt on 
him. My reply was, that-b did not 
think myſelf . in à ſituation to be al- 
lied to a perſon of his runki He then 
faid, he was going to pay a viſit to 
3232 1 the 


Ab 


t 
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the Duke of Bolton, and that if I 


would take an airing with him as far, 
his carriage ſhould bring me back. 


To this propoſal, I gave a determin- 


. ed negative, and propoſed taking my 


leave, which he poſitively declared I 


ſhould not do, till J had promiſed to 


meet him the next day, in the ſame 
place, —and that he would be there, 
previous to his going down to the 
ni of Commons.” Edo 100 777 


13 dither to Aged 80 of Chim) 1 1 * 
the promiſe he requeſted, and walk- 
ed gently on towards Mrs. Horſami 
houſe, ruminating on the gentleman 
whom 1 had ſeen, and thinking very 
little indeed on him who had juſt 


left me: but Mrs. Milſen ſoon 


„ eee PIR by 
as 02 854 "(69 C53 her 
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her amiable counſels and _ admo- 
nitions. 


| bs Ah: my dear,” ſaid the, “ if 
„ you can but bring yourſelf to like 
„ this gentleman, what an happy 


„ woman you will be;—You' will 


% have. a carriage to take your airs 
« ings; a chair to convey you to. 
public places; ſervants to go be- 
1 fore, and ſervants to ſtand behind 
„ you; waiting women to dreſs and 
attend upon you; the moſt beauti - 
«ful filks, the fineſt diamonds, '2 
A box at the Opera, and the, com- 
« pany of the: firſt people in the 
„% kingdom:——Then-+ when you are 
44 tired of the pleaſures of your own 
country, you will go abroad, 
«viſit foreign courts, and enjoy all 
« the happineſs that money can pur- 


' 5 D 2 525 chaſe, 
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$ chaſe, and univerſal admiration 
afford you.—Oh, my dear, con- 
tinued ſhe, were I in your place, 
I ſhould think myſelf the beet 0 
4. ens mom: earth, 


1 All this Gus e ulnar 
Had very little effect upon me, for; at 
xhat time, ſo little did Mr. /alfng 
bam figure or manners ſtrike me, and 
Io much was I prepoſſeſſed in, favour 
of Mr. Sbeldon, that I would not then 
have had the Former; tor; hive been 
Queen of England But a new ſcene 
now opened ieſelf o me, which pro f 
vented my keeping the! engagement 
had made for the next day; and 
N . ee to me e Lorne 3 
conceived the moſt diſtant — 
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On our return home, we found all 
the family in joy and confuſion.— A 
Mr. Hudſon, a lieutenant in the army, 
had juſt been introduced to Mrs. 
Horſbam, in order to obtain permiſ- 


fion to pay his addreſſes to Miſs 


Sophia, her ſecond daughter. Mrs. 
Horſham appeared quite in raptures 
on the occaſion, and it was immedi- 
ately arranged, that the marriage 
ſhould take place in à few days. 
Tord Granby was then to make Mr. 
Hudſon a captain and a cuckold, and 
then the buſineſs would be complet · 
ed; but the latter part of the affair, 


lady's virtue and ſpirit, to the great 
diſappointment of the e he and 
hike: diabolic mo _ 


11 
1. 


1 2 4 . 4 * * 3 0 
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vas reſolutely oppoſed by the young 
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Mr. Hudſon, was a tall handſome 
man, of about twenty two years of 
age, anda complete Hiberntan.—He 
had not a guinea in the world, but 
the pay of his commiſſion, and being 
indebted to Mrs. Duncan, a little 
dirty Scotch woman, who kept a 
lodging houſe, ſhe: contrived to pre- 
ſent him to Mrs. Horſham, in hopes, 
if the match took place, that the 
captain would be enabled to diſcharge 
her pecuniary claim upon him. 
Sophia, was about ſeventeen, not 
very handſome, but of that kind of 
amiable diſpoſition which + diſpoſes 
young women to fall in love, the in- 
ſtant 0 man makes love to ne 

Þ 
The > Ae 100 I: among ha reſt 

were ſo taken up with this buſineſs, 
nl 1 thought no more of captain 
Walfingham 
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Walfingham or my engagements with 
him, nor could Mrs. Wilſon, though 
ſhe received continual meſſages from 
him, find an opportunity of com- 
municating them to me. Mr. Hudſan 
continued his viſits, and the marriage 
was the object which occupied all 
our thoughts. It was indeed my pur- 
poſe to have returned home at this 
time, but as there had been a very 
ſtrict friendſhip between Miſs Sophia 
and me, and I was now ein ſuch an 
intereſting ſituation, as to be the con- 
fidant of her courtſhip, very little 
perſuaſion was neceflary to - induce 
me to prolong my ſtay, till after the 
intended marriage, which was to be 
celebrated as ſoon as Mrs. Horſham 
had acquainted the Marquis with 
the offer, that Mr. Hud/on had made 
Sophia of this hand, ann TWtbt watt 

5 D 4 The 
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The wedding cloaths were now 
Fear and the day appointed; and, 
under the pretence of Mrs. Horſham's 
indiſpoſition, we were deſired! to go 
to bed at an early hour. However, 
about eleven o'clock, the Marquis of 

Grauby was privately. admitted into 

the houſe, with à deſign, as he had 
been diſappointed in obtaining me, 

of poſſeſſing the virgin charms of 
Miſs Sophia, and of making poor 
Hudſon a cuckold before he was 
married. For this purpoſe Sophia 
remained with Mrs. Horſham; and 
the amorous lord did not long delay 
to take thoſe liberties with the young 
lady which very evidently announc- 
ed his deſign upon her virtue But 
the poffeſſed a mind ſuperior to ſuch | 
ſubmiſſions; and, after ſtruggling 
on ſome time, e foree 
815 L which 


P 


— 


Miſs Polly, who was of à very dif- 


Horſbam's virtuous fuggeſtions, and! 
yeilded herſelf up to be the victim of 
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which was employed, even in her 


pretended mother's: preſence, to rob 


her of woman's beſt and richeſt por- 
tion, ſhe declared, that if his Lord- 
ſhip perſiſted in his attempt, ſhe- 


would alarm the neighbourhood with: 
her cries; this menace had its effect, 
and ſhe was ſuffered to retire to her 


chamber, when ſhe locked herſelf: 
in, aud declared if any attempt was 
made to force the door, that ſhe: 
would throw herſelf out at the win 


dow. But the Marquis was not to- 


be diſappointed. of a Virgin, and 


ferent temper from her pretended 
ſiſter, did not heſitate to obey Mrs. 


her pretended father's Iibidinous de- 
ſires. The day following, every 
LY 3 thing 
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thing was calm and quiet, except 
that the houſe was filled with 
Mercers, Milliners, and Mantua - 
makers, to adorn the perſon of poor 
Polly, who had now loſt all that can 

give. el 53 eee to female = 
Andre 1105 


U thats nudge Mr. Haden arriv- 
ed to viſit his intended bride, when, 
to his utter aſtonith ment, he was 
treated with great rudeneſs, ordered 
to quit the houſe, and think no more 

of Sophia as à wife; who, poor girl, 

was ordered to remain in her. cham 
ber, as the more immediate puniſh- 
ment infli&ed on her virtue. How- 
nora after I had been ſome tune in 
hed,” Sophia contrived to ſlip into my 
in order, as ſhe ſaid, to 
; — ſomething of the haſt 

e442 4 G Im- 
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importance to me. She then told 
me, that I was inveigled there for no 
other purpoſe than to be rained ;j— 
that Mrs. Hor/ham was not their mo- 
ther, and that they were not ſiſters, 
but the children of poor people, 
whom ſhe had obtained for the pur- 
poſe of being debauched by their 
ſuppoſed father the Marquis of Granby. 
She then mentioned her deſign of 
running away from the houſe, as 
there had been many young people 
there in her ſituation, and that it 
was not known what was become of 
them. She alſo informed me of 
Lord Granby's attempt upem her vir- 
tue, and the reſiſtance which. ſhe 
made, and aſſured me, that Mr. 
 - Hudſon, was forbidden the houſe for 
no other reaſon, but becauſe: ſhe: 
wauld-. not ſubmit to tlie noble 
| D&  letcher's 
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letcher? 's defires, and make her'mar- 
riage a cloak for the conſequences of 
them.—She now repeated her'defign 
of quitting the houſe that night, and 
urged mo in the moſt friendly man- 
ner to accompany her flight, if I was 
diſpoſed to avoid that ruin which 
hung over me, and which; by ſome 
means or other, the infamous wo- 
men, with whem we lived; would 
contrive to accompliſn. 
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My firſt Eſcape from. Mrs. Horfham's, with 
_ Sophia ; the Difficulties that attended i it; are 


" purſued, and diſcovered at Greenwich, and 
talen back to Brompton; Sophia married io 


© "Lieut! Hudſen; Mrs. Wi Ifon endeavours to 
- prevail; upex; Je its: receive the Addreſſes of 


Captain . Walſingham ; many other Sr 
ances relative therete. | © F 


out not heſitate to ue; with this . 
wiſhes of my friend, and we im- 
mediately ſet about plotting how we 
might put our ſcheme of eſcape in 
execution. After, in a great mea- 
ſure undreſſing ourſelves, as if we 
were going to bed, we packed up 
our cloaths, and determined to get 
down from the window by the aſſiſt- 
lte ance 


ance of the Sheets, in caſe the Cook, 
to whom we propoſed to make the 
moſt urgent application to open the 
door for us, ſhould be deaf to our 
entreaties. Hannah, however, who 
was entruſted by her miſtreſs with the 
key of the houſe, after ſome h<fita- 
tion on her part, was ſo affected at 
the repreſentation we made of our 
unhappy predicament, that ſhe de- 
termined, as fhe ex preſſed herſelf, at 
the riſque of loſing twenty places, 
to. aſſiſt our eſeape from the miſer- 
able ſituatien we were in, and the 
danger that awaited. us.—It was ac- 
cordingly agreed, that we ſhould 
firſt faſten the ſheet to the window, 
to. free her from the ſuſpicion. of 
baving aſſiſted our fligh t, that we 
ſhould then throw our bundles into 
e 5 5 from hence ſhe could, 


convey 


Sa 
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convey them over the wall into the 
lane where we were to haſten in 
order to receive them. This arrange 
ment being made, we left the houſe, 
though it was in a cold inclement 
ſeaſon of the year, without ſhoes, 
flays, or cloak, for fear of being 
heard, and haſtened to the lane, 
Where we were no ſooner arrived, 
than Hannab, faithful to her pro- 
miſe, threw the bundles over the 
wall, and we retreated into an ad- 
joining field in order to fit ourſelves a; 
for ene our „Aim 


+ We had * a ee that 
at Knightſbridge we ſhould find a 
coach; but, it being juſt break of 
day, there was not one upon the 
ſtand; ſo we continued our walk; 


7 4 | | were 


wete capable, till we arrived at 
Hunger faril. lairs, when we took a 
boat and ordered the waterman to 
ro us to Greenwich. On our arrival 
there; we were recommended to a2 
very decent little public houſe, where 
we took out breakfaſt in great com- 
fort, and were treated with ſo much 
civility by the good woman who! 
kept it, that ve determined to make 
her our confidante, and deſire her 
aſſiſtance, in recommending us to 
ſome proper lodging, where we 
might remain till I could inform 
my friends of my peculiar ſituatign. 
We, therefore, told her our ſtory 
without reſerve, and Me Was ſo: 
obliging, as . to recommend us to A | 
ſmall lodging in the neighbourhood, . 
whither - we immediately went, to 
| POOR ER 
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and to wait the iſſue of our enter. 
prize. Un: $587: 135250] 


| No ſooner had Mrs. Horſham made 
the diſcovery of our eſcape, than ſhe 
began to vent her ſuſpicion and her 
reproaches on every perſon in the 
houſe. But finding that abuſe and 
paſſion did not forward her wiſhes to 
recover the birds that had eſcaped 
from her cage, ſhe ſent for Captain 
Hudfon, and on his arrival; accuſed 
him in the moſt direct. and indecent 
manner, of having /purloined. he 
daughter from her. The decla 
tions he made of his innocence had 
no effect, and her conduct was ſo 
outrageous, that the whole neigh. 
bourhood was raiſed; he was taken 
into cuſtody by a Peace Officer, and 
W 
make 


66 N EMO IRS OT 
make againſt him, that if it had not 
been for ſome ſenſible reflecting peo- 
ple who were preſent, the mob, who 
were aſſembled before the door of 
the houſe, would certainly. have 
treated him with a enen won: of 
; manual ene l. 
| s 06161386 | 
Mr. Hud, a m 
nary it might be, remained in cuſtody 
in Mrs: Horſbam's houſe, that day 
and the following night; but on the 
fucceding morning, a letter from Maſs 
Soßhia was brought to him from his 
lodgings where it Was addreſſed, in- 
forming him of all the circumſtances 
of our flight, and the place of our 
eoncealment. This letter Mrs. Hor- 
um ſnatched from the hands of the 
meſſenger, and without ceremony 
broke it open and read it. That ſhe 


# 
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was pleaſed at the diſcovery it afford- 
ed her, there can be no doubt, —at 
the ſame time, ſhe foreſaw all the 
inconvenience which might ariſe 
from her very unjuſt and illegal 
treatment of Mr. Hudſon. Every 
apology, therefore, which her art 
could ſuggeſt, was made to him on 
the occaſion, accompanied with the 
moſt ſolemn promiſes of making him 
ample amends for her illiberal ſuſ- 
picions, and the diſgrace as well as 
inconvenience he had ſuſtained, in 
conſequence of them, and at length 
entreated him, i in the moſt humble 
manner, to accompany her in ſearch 
of the fair runaways. Mr. ee 
conſented to her propoſal, and they 

immediately ſet off for Grermwicb. 
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On their arrival at that place, an 
alarm being given that Miſs Sophia's s 
mother was come in ſearch of us. 
we eſcaped by the back door, clam- 
bered over the garden wall, and paſ- 
ſing through another houſe, flattered 
ourſelves that We ſhould elude the 
deſigns of our purſuers: but Mrs. 
Horſham, by declaring that one of us 
was her daughter, and the other an 
heireſs of great fortune, Who was 
under her care, induced ſeveral peo- 
ple to go in ſearch of us, by whom 
we were ſoon overtaken and ebe oa 
back to our lodgings. 5 


"RED 1 114” 121 V £2: Wy 03 6 I £1 


Mrs. Hiram received” us _ 
great civility, expreſſing her alarms 
and anxiety for our” ſafety; and her 
affectionate deſire that we would im- 
mediately return with her. To this 


Pro- 
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propoſal we gave a poſitive denial, 
unleſs ſhe would conſent that Mr, 
Hudſon ſhould be immediately mar- 
ried to Miſs Saphia, according to their 
original engagement with each other. 
To this condition Mrs. Hurſbam, whoſe 
apprehenſions of being expoſed, evi- 
dently het razed. themſelves, readily 
conſented, in the: prefence-of| ſeveral 

whem the uproar which had 
TRA made, had brought inte the 
room. Theſe preliminaries being 
arraugeds we all retut ned tagether to 
Broupion, and. it being near three 
-oviclock: in che morning when we 
arrived e ee 5 
us but to retirt / io our heds. S113 9 
A117 3d ei bose 1597 eg 19184 / 

The next morning, if it Bee 

o called, we all break faſted together; 
and Mrs. Harſbam' g politeneſs to every 


10 3 one 
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one of the company was without 
bounds. The good lady, however, 
being rather dubious as to Mr. 
Hudſoms intentions with reſpect to 
her late conduct towards him, de- 
termined to put an end, at once, to 
any apprehenſions from that irregu- 
lar piece of buſineſs: ſhe, therefore, 
ordered her carriage, as ſoon as 
breakfaſt was over, in order to pay 
a viſit on the ſubject to the Marquis 
of Granby." During her abſence, Mrs. 
Wilſon renewed her flatteries and her 
ſolicitations [to- me. Captain Wal- 
 fingham's miſery and diſappointment 
at not having ſeen me, was deſerib- 
ed in the moſt affecting manner, his 
paſſion was repreſented to be extreme, 
artid the promiſes of the great things 
. b he would do for me, were repeated 
with all the energy ſne was capable 
50 l " »6t 
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of exerting on the occaſion. But 
neither the noble captain's ſplendid 
invitations, nor the perſuaſive elo- 
gence of his indefatigable emiſſary, 
had any effect upon me. I turned a 
deaf ear to them all, for my mind 
was at this time bent upon return 
ing home and obtaining my mother's. 
conſent to paſs a few months with, 
Sophua, as ſoon as the was ſettled and 
could conveniently receive me. This 
was the favourite proſpect which now; 
played upon my fancy, to the ex- 
cluſidu of every other. Capt. Mal. 
fingham did not occur to me but. 
with ſentiments of diſguſt, and even 
Mr. Sheldon was not remembered with 
uo PERRY eee eK 
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5 Mrs. Hoyhow .H viſe to Lord Granby, 


was not of any long duration; ang | 


2744 
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the next day it was obſerved that 
Mr. Hudſon had plenty of money 
about him, and appeared in uncom- 
mon ſpirits, and quite glowing with 
ſatis faction. The courtſhip between 
that gentleman and Miſs Sophia, was 
now tenewed, and preparations: were 
made for the marriage) and, iu the 
c burſe ef . few days, the nuptials 
ite celebrated at nee 
Several friends on both: ſides, w 
Mvited e thejocoafion; a very ow 
guat * Entertainment Was:©provided;; 
and the day was paſſed in all ithe 
_Mirely e ee. bymeneal 
feſtivity- „11150 Alan Va Noce 1311 1 HI 47 
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It was rather eee 
5 retired to complete their hap- 
pineſs; but im leſs than an hour after 
& Rad been in bed, Mr. Huuſom, to 
413 SEPT) Le. | the 
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the aſtoniſhment of the whole houſe, 
was heard to call aloud for Mrs. Har- 
ſham, from the top of the ſtair · caſe, in 
terms of the moſt opprobrious lan- 
guage; declarmg,among other things, 
that ſhe ought to be burned alive, for 
the curſed deceit ſhe had practiſed toe 
wards him —as inſtead of giving him 
4 virtuous woman for his wife, ſhe 
had been the cauſe of his having 
married an ch · e. This ſtrange and 
unexpected diſturbance, aroſe from 
the imprudence of the bride, who 
had already began to tell her huſband 


the hiſtory of Lord Granby's attempt 


upon her virtue, and before ſhe came 
to the concluſion of the ſtory, his 
jealous temper ſuppoſing the worſt, 
had im pelled him to the act of paſſion 
and reſemtment which has guſt been 


Aeſoribed z but Mes: Hoon and the 


vol. 1. E 7 bride 
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bride ſoon convinced him that all 
was right, and the houſe was re- 
ſtored to its natural n. 


Bot 3 in b to hw Mr. Hudſon 
whe; and to ſhut his lips on the 
miſerable buſineſs, Mrs. ' Horſham, 
the day following waited on Lord 
_ Granby, for a commiſhon of full 
Captain for him, which the com- 
mander in chief immediately promiſ- 
ed, and, in leſs than a week, the 
commiſſion was ſent to Mr. Hudſon 
at Mrs. Horſham's houſe, accompani- 
ed with an dan, for * hundred 


ee 
5 n no com- 


mon apprehenſions of me, and would 
ſcarce . ſuffer me to go out of her 


. Gght. I began, however, to be very 


anxious 
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anxious to return home, and ſhould 
moſt certainly have ſatisfied myſelf 
in that particular, if Captain and 
Mrs. Hudſon, had not propoſed tak- 
ing me to my mother, and requeſt- 
ing her conſent to let me ſtay two or 
three months tonger in my preſent 
ſituation. My father was, at this 
time, gone to the Weſt Indies, and 
my mother gave me her permiſſion 
to ſtay with my new friends as long 
as I pleaſed; ſo we returned to 
Brompton, were I paſſed ſeveral weeks 
in great ſatisfa&tion, being ſometimes 
taken on parties into the country, 
and at other times, enjoying the 
amuſements of the different public 
places in the * of Lon- 
don. "ye HE 
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Mr. Nang bam, who had been in 
70 country, on his return to town, 
ſent me the following letter: 


* * 
z . : 
F : 1 4 * Wy Ml > ; 
. . « ; — . ? 
* n A "= | „ 
. * 2 * 


5007 Wirf ie 
4. 1 dn Cory mat buſineſs Ras de- 
< tained me ſo long from ſeeing 
& vu :- but I have deen out of 
ton aud ſo buſy in Parhamenteer- 
- ing. that 1 could ſearoe have hand 

- 8 mags ar goat | 

wy Bettes 1 lt bat wy town, 1 

7 0 ſent ſeveral 'meſfages hs 
a ydu tothe houſe-keeper, but could 
66 get no fatisfaftory anſwer nor the 
« fight of you; for, according to 
— the EATON 'T' had received, 1 
* * 


« thought it moſt prudent not to 
come to the houſe. N 

1 hope, my dear girl, that you 
« will give me a, meeting tomorrow 
„ evening at fix o'clock at the 
% farmer place, and you will be- 
« ſtow an inexpreſſible happineſs on 
* kimmhois ever yours, 


8 woſt afe8onately, 


KB. Wataanam,” 


, 1. was not x yet ſufficiently ein- 
ed with the arts of men, to under- 
ſtand the object of this letter; /how- 
ever, I returned for anſwer, that 1 
would. comply with the requeſt of it, 
| and accordingly, at the time appoint- 
E 3 ed, 
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ed, I took Miſs Harriot with me and 
wie went together into the lane, where 
I had formerly ſeen captain Walfng- 
Ham, and where the moment we 
entered, I ſaw him waiting to re- 
ceive me. He was accompanied by 
captain George Brudenell, of Wald- 
grave's dragoons, and a ſon of the 
General of thatname.—The moment 
they ſaw us, they came forward to 
meet us, and Mr. Walſingham, took 
me by the hand and exclaimed, with 
much apparent agitation, —*©* My 
« dear girl, how happy am I to ſee 
% you once again, and what a world 
of pain have I ſuffered ſince I faw 
you laſt ; how many anxious days 
, and reſtleſs nights have I paſſed on 


166; your account. I would lay all my 


fortune at your feet, and ſacriſice tbe 
Ss „ deareſt 
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« deareſt intereſts of my life to make 
« you happy.—ls there any thing, 
„My dear girl, that I can do for 
«© you.” -I replied, with a degree of 
innocence which now makes me 
fmile and ſigh at the ſame. moment, 
that it was timè enough for me to 
think of marriage. He then aſked, 
if he ſhould take me an houſe in 
town, where he might come oc- 
caſionally to take a cup of tea with 
me, as he ſhould prefer my company 
to that of any woman upon earth.— 
I anſwered, that I was not by any 
means equal to the management of 
an houſe ; but he aſſured me, that 1 
| ſhould have no care of that kind, as 
he would hire proper ſervants to do 
every thing that was neceffary with - 
out any interference or trouble on 
„ 4 my 
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my part. In this manner, and on 
this ſubject our converſation continu- 
ed for ſome time, when without any 
adequate idea of his propoſal, I pro- 
miſed him to conſider of it, and _ 
my leave, 
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Mrs. Horſham and Mrs. Wi lfon e 0b 
other with their Intentions towards me—Therr 
| Converſation everbeard, which much alarms 
 me—Urged by Mrs. Wilfon to quit the Houſe 
'  egain, and thereby ſhun the Danger that 
waited me. — Accept her Invitation to a 
Friend's Houſe for. that Purpaſe—Eſeaps 


effected, but again diſcovered in Nr N wes 


| 1 and d ee back to $9” raph 


| = 21g 0 


not then in an humour to indulge ad, 


and as the hour of ſupper drew nigh, 
. I went 


ME were no ſooner e e 
os the houſe, than I was aflaled- 
by Mrs. #ilfan's curioſity ; but I w 


2 ; * 
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I went into the parlour as uſual. —I 
ſlept this night with Miſs Harriot, if 
it could be called ſleeping, for we 
had, a very ſhort time, retired to 
our chamber, when we heard a very 
violent altercation below ftairs be- 
tween Mrs. Horſham and Mrs. Wilſon 
on my ſubject. Their abuſe of each 
other was without any reſerve, but 
it "chiefly turned upon the | deſign 
which each of them had of facrific- 
ang my virtue to' their own emolu- 
ment: Mrs. Horſham harangued on 
the infamy of appointing gentlemen 
to give me the meeting in the lane, 
at the bottom of the garden; while 


2 the. other. retorted with equal deri- 
mony, on the abominable ſcheme of 


ſending me a with a letter to Lord 
SGranby, merely to give him an op- 


. ne of . me. In 
: ſhort, 
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| ſhort, their reproaches were mutual- 

ly ſevere, and ſerved to make me 
paſs a very miſerable night; I now | 
felt all the horror of my ſituation, 
and would have moſt certainly re- 
turned home the next day, had not 
my mother ſuggeſted to me when I 
laſt ſaw her, a defign of marrying me 
to a perſon who was an object of my 
utter deteſtation. A circumſtance to 
which I owe all the ſucceeding diſ- 
grace and mifery of my life. 


be next day, Mrs. #7/{or defired 
to ſpeak to me in private, when the 
told me, if I remained in that houſe 
I ſhould be a ruined woman; that 
Mrs. Horſham, kept; me there for no 
other purpoſe but to make am infam 
dus property of me; and that, as fo 
„„ =O main 


* 


* & 
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main no longer beneath a roof where 
ſo much iniquity was practiſed. She 
then entered into a long detail of the 
many poor young creatures hom 
Mrs. Horſham had deluded into her 
ſnares, and eonſigned to deſtruſtion; 
and concluded the horrid tale, with 
offering me an aſylum in the houſe 
af a friend, where ſhe was going 
Herſelf, and under whoſe hoſpitable 
care I ſhould remain in comfort and 
ene 98 10/0019, tk eg. 


In that ſtate of alarm which her 
art had raiſed in my breaſt, I was 
gla#to accept of any propoſal to get 
away from my preſent fituation, and 
readily embraced the offer the made 
me. Mrs. gen ' then propoſed to 
Peek up all my cloaths in her trunk, 
except my hat and cloak, which the 


ant would 
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would carry in her hand as a bundle, 
and wait for me at the chandler's 
ſhop in the neighbourhood, , where I 
was to join her in about an Hou 
after 1 her ene ö 


We had but jolt Oey this 
bufineſs, when 1 was ſummoned to 
the parlour and introduced: in great p 
form to a Door 'Ch;ddich. The 
Doctor paſſed many high-flown com- 
pliments on my beauty, to which I 
had already been too much accuſtom- 
ed to pay any great attention. He 
alſo condeſcended to make an offer of 
allowing me two guineas a week if 
I would live with him, but my reply 
marked in very ſtrong terms m f- 
approbation of, as wen as 15 rize 
at ſuch a propoſition. Hover to 
do' him JOY" he behaved with a 

great 
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great, deal of politeneſs, and I was 
ſoon; permitted to withdraw. I did 
not know at the time that he was a 
_ gentleman. of the faculty, but Mrs, 
Horſham, ſoon after his departure, 
mentioned the circumſtance, and 
told me that ſhe had preſented me to 
him merely to enquire whether a 
few pimples which had appeared. in 
my face were of any conſequence, 
and required a medicinal treatment. 


: " Habs the bak of the ſucceeding 
night, I was anxious, impatient and 

| Alcepleſs,—The next day, however, 
at length arrived, and Mrs. Wilfon, 
having ſent all her things before her 
to town, took her departure, -and in 
leſs than an hour I contrived to take 
mine alſo. I found my conductreſs 
at the. chandler's ſhop, as ſhe had ap- 
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pointed, and away we trudged with 
all the expedition which our appre- 
henſions of being purſued by Mrs. 
Horſham, might be naturally ſup- 
poſed to occaſion. At Kmghtfbriage, 
-we took a coach and drove to the 
| houſe of an acquaintance of Mrs. 


Wilſon's in Mary-bone. We made a 


very ſhort ſtay there, from the fear 
of being traced ; and then proceeded 
to Charles:flreet, Saho-ſquare, where 
Mrs. Wilſon took a firſt floor, and 
hired a ſervant ; fo that 1 found my- 
ſelf very comfortable and happy for 
the three days I was We to re- 
main in that ſituation. 


1 think it was in the evening of the 
third day after our arrival there, 
when, as I was ſitting at the win- 
_—_— and indulging my reflectians 
f on 
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on the different ſcenes to which 1 
had been a witneſs at Brompton, 
ſome one attempted to open the door ; 
but as Mrs. Wilſon always kept it 
bolted, there was no entrance but 
by force, and without any ceremony 
that force was. em ployed to break 
into the apartment; but as the aflail- 
ants made their entry into one room, 
1 made my eſcape into another, and 
placed myſelf behind the bed as a 
place of ſecurity ; when apprehending 
I ſhould' not be able to elude” the 
ſearch by that fituation, J made the 
beſt of my way into the chimney; 
but 1 had no ſooner attained this 
comfortleſs poſition, than the cham- 
det was forced open, and I head a 
man, whom” I afterwards found to 
be Doctor Chidaſek, threaten in a 
99 tone, that he would 

put 


— 


= 
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put the firſt man to death who 
ſhould dare to oppoſe their proceed- 
ings, for that they were in ſearch of 
an Heireſs, who had been decoyed 
from | her Guardian, for the moſt 
wicked purpoſes; and that not only 
the perpetrators of this horrid act, 
but the people of the houſe ſhould be 
_ ne kane auld: fs 
alia che enterance f this KY 
which conſiſted of Doctor Chiddich, 
conſtables, into the appartment, Mrs. 
Wilſon was knocked down without 


Mrs. Horſham, and Miſs Polly ac- 
companying the blow with the moſt 
opprobrious language. They called 
her a damnable old bawd, who had 
ſeduced an innocent young creature 

from 


- 


any ceremony or previous enquiry, 
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from the care of her friends, in 
order to derive a profit from her pro- 
ſtitution. That they only wiſhed to 
take her into their poſſeſſion merely 
to reſtore her to her parents. While 
poor Mrs. Wilſon, bleeding from the 
blows which had been given her, 
Had not. ſufficient preſence of mind. 
to tell the people who now | came 
into the room, the real ſtate of the 
caſe, and that whatever might have 
been her intentions towards me, thoſe 
of her accuſets had already mani- 
feſted themſelves; and to poſſeſs her- 
{elf of the power to renew her 
execrable deſigns, was the motive to 
a purſuit which the had no right to 
make, and for which, as well as her 
vutrageous manner of proceeding, 
"ay and 085 _ were Fame 
to 
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to the laws; but ſhe took her wrongs 
in ſilence and ſubmiſſion. x 


In the mean time the ſearch after 
me was continued, and when they 
had examined every part of the bed 
and found I was not there, Mrs. 
Wifon was threatened with being car- 
ried before a magiſtrate on a ſuſpi- 
cion of having murdered me.—How- 

ever, ſome prying eye having dif- 

covered my hiding place, I came 
down without heſitation, and the 
firſt object I ſaw was Doctor Cid. 
dict, brandiſhing a drawn ſword, 
and menacing deſtruction to all who 
ſhould oppoſe him. Mrs. Horſham 
received me with great Kindneſs, 
lamented the danger I had run, rejoice . 
_ ed at: the ruin Lhadeſcaped, and de- 

de ſhe; would deem carry 
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-me home to my father and mother. 
So without an attempt at oppoſition 
in Mrs. Wilſan, who fat bleeding and: 
in diſmay in the next room, I was 
led down ſtairs, and amidſt a croud 
of people, whom the buſtle had 
: brought together, was hoiſted into a 
coach; Doctor Chiddict, Mrs. Hor- 
Ham, and Miſs Polly entered it along 
with me, While the two conſtables 
got up behind; and thus guarded, I 


eee eee, 


Much pine was expreſſed by 
progeny family on my return, and I 
ſeemed to acquieſce with ſatisfaction 
in the congratulations which I re- 
ceived on the occaſion; but, in my 

. own mind, I was determined to avail 
muyſelf of the firſt fair opportunity 
"wo" ſhould offer, of taking a final 


adieu 
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adieu of them all. I therefore aſ- 


ſumed my former looks of content- 
ment and ſatisfaction, but waited, 
with much ſecret impatience for the 
moment when I ſhould be able to 
emancipate = pe from . H- 


mam 5 eee. 
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My final eſcape from Mrs. Horſham's, to Mrs 
Wilſon's, who had provided Apartments, for. 
me. Mr. Walfingham pays me ' pretended 
Friendly Viſit— Acquaints me of the vile Cha- 

_ rafter of Mrs. Wilſan—Prevails upon me to 
quit fo dangerous a Perſon—Put myſelf under 
Bis Protection, with a Promiſe to convey me 
Hime; inflead of which, takes me to King's 
Place, where I have to date my Ruin.—Some 

e 2 that deteſlable Brothel. | 


M. RS. 2 aun occupied. the 
lodgings in Charles: ſtreet, and 


e to come occaſionally. to the 
end of the lane at Brompton, in order 
to find an opportunity of ſpeaking to 
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me, but ſuch an opportunity ſhe did 


not find. However, I was not idle 


in forming projects for my eſcape; 
and, at length, prevailed on the cook 
maid to be my friend and aſſiſt mein 
making it. A plan, therefore, was 
formed between us, and I did not 
heſitate to put it in execution: So 
the following morning 1, roſe at an 
early hour under the pretence of be- 
ing ill, and that I muſt go down into 
the kitchen to beg the cook, who 
ſlept there, to apply ſome thing warm 
to my bowels. Miſs Polly, who was 
my bed-fellow, as I took neither hat 
nor cloak, had no ſuſpicion of my 


deſign, „ and. by the aſſiſtance of my 


friend below ſtairs, I eſcaped through 


the kitchen window, and in that 
ſituation I ſet off with all the ſpeed I 


was l of exerting, and never 
ſtopped 
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ſtopped till —— at Mrs. i An' 
lodgings. She received me witli un- 
common ſatisfaction, and buſied Her- 
ſelf with great concern, in providing 
every comfort for my cold ws miſer- 
_ e u a le Bao als 1 


7. 


; by As. | hy Aang was ieee 
known, Mrs. Migſon thought it pru- 
dent to procure another without de- 
lay. Land the immediately took a 
ſmall one near Panoras ch urch, where 
we remained three weeks, when 
hiking that too far removed from 
_ town, he took another in à paved 
court, neat St. James rect. Before 
we Rad been long there, we were 
alarmed to find that our evil genius, 
Mrd. Horſham, had diſcovered our 
Adocle at leaft Miſs Poly had done 
us that Kind office; indeed ſhe came 


7 
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up ſtairs, and did not heſitate to aſ- 


ſure us, that ſhe ſhould go immedi- 


ately and acquaint her mother, as 
ſhe called her, of our ſituation ; but, 
notwithſtanding this hoſtile declara- 
tion, we gave her tea, and enter- 


tained her in the beſt manner we 
were able; but, the moment ſhe was 
gone, we removed ourſelves to an 


apartment near Tyburn Turnpike. 
Mrs. Horſham, as we were afterwards - 
informed, did not fail to make an 


immediate viſit to our laſt abode, but 
the birds were flown, and ſhe cguld, 
diſcover no traces of their os 


In our new reſidence we remained 


for ſome time, and were never diſ- 


covered. Indeed, we wanted for 
nothing, as Mrs. Wilſon uſed. to go 


out occaſionally to Mr, Va 9 ngham, : 


1FOL, I, 5 8 


Pd 


\ 


: 

* 

— — 
* 


2 — 22. 


y W= » p an qo” © - . 
F ²˙ A 


* 


: 
La 
I 
18 

. 


n 


a. 


22 —_—_— 
Os MO v0 et = 


p=_”Y 


980 MEMOIRS ON 


as I afterwards diſcovered, and ob- 
tained conſiderable ſums of money 
from him: indeed; the quantity of 
money ſhe uſed: ta have, rather ſur- 
priſed me; and as ſhe made a myſtery 
of this circumſtance, I began to en- 
tertain my ſuſpicions of her, and was 
determined to return immediately to 
my mother. Mrs. Wilſon exerted all 
her perſuaſions to keep me with her, 
but finding me reſolute in my pur- 
poſe, pretended that ſhe had met my 
aint from Swallow: ſtreet, who told 
her that my family were all violently 
enraged againſt me, as it was reported 
among them that I was in keeping 
by Lord Granby, and had been ſeen 
at Stepney Church with a gold watch 

by my fide, and my own carriage 


in viting at the church-door: ſhe 


n N think 
of 


* — 
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of returning home, till ſomebody had 
been there to contradict thefe idle 
fabrications, ' and to eſtabliſh thei in- 
nocenc of my character. This ad- 
vice e appeared ſo reaſonable, that I 


immediately conformed to it, and 


conſeuted to ſtay with Mrs. 1/7] Jon till 


the arrangetfent which ſhe ſuggeſted 


had taken place. 


The next day Mr. 2 Vingham 
called upon us, when I, poor thing, 


began to cry, and related the reports 


which had been propagated concern- 
ing me. He deſired me to be com- 


forted, and aſſured me that! he would 
go along with me to my mother, and 


have every thing cleared up to her's 


and my ſatisfaction. Mrs. Vi en 


objected to the 1 impropriety of a gen- 
| EA going with me on the occa- 


F 2 fon, 
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Lon, and obſerved, with ſome appa- 
rent reaſon, that ſuch a circumſtance 
would be-more apt to awaken ſuſpi- 
cion, than to ſuppreſs it. I then 
entreated Mr. Wa [fingham to accom- 
pany me to the Marquis of Granby, 
and hear his declaration on the ſub- 
ject: here he could not belp laughing 
at my ſimplicity; and, from. his 
knowledge of that nobleman, who, 
He ſaid, ſtopped at nothing in the 
career of his intrigues, adviſed me 
very ſerioufly, as 1 was got out of 
his Lordſhip's clutches, not to get 
into them again. I 18. yi 


"He ſtayed chatting for . time, 
15 as Mrs. Wil ſen would not quit 
the room, he had not an opportunity 
of communicating ſomething thathe 
had to lay to me; but on his de- 

parture 
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parture told me in a whiſper, that he 
would call the next day and open his 


mind in a matter that would prove 
of the utmoſt advantage to me. Mrs. 


Wi Ian's curioſity was very much 


awake with reſpe& to the ſubject of 
my little gallant whiſper ; and my 


precaution was not afleep on the oc- 
caſion: ſo'I turned it off as a matter 


of courſe, and all further enquiries 
et: wen Nr it. 
The next day Mr. Walfingham ſent 
me the following letter, which was 
ordered to be delivered 95 no one's 
"Om but mine 209 nw 09 0? 
414 Tre WS. 
95 My dear Girl, 65.03 230k 
6 I am not. unacquainted with 
« your ſituation. I think you have 
had a very narrow eſcape from the 
48 F 3 hands 
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„ hands of Mrs. Hor/ham, for I have 
1 traced; her character, and I find 
her to be a very bad woman. In- 
« deed, you are not much better 
„ where you now are; and I could 
% with that you would put yourſelf 
„ under my protection, as you ſhall 
< never find me to deviate from the 
5 _— pf honour. | 


* 


1 


Ec. that 1 ro your ps eb at — 
I ſhall. be at the end of the ſtreet 
this afternoon, at three o'clock, 
in a. backney-coach, where I hope 
you will not fail coming, as I have 
% ſomething of confequence to re- 
late to you. — Till then, adieu; 
] kae Four, ſincere friend, 
and well-wiſher, . 
- 3 5011. fr R. B. Meme 
TW 7811 55 8 | On 
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On conſidering the contents of this 
letter, 1 did not hefitate in my de- 
termination to obey the ſuggeſtions 
of it; and the only difficulty which: 


occurred was, my being able to pro- 


ſecute my defign unknown to Mrs. 
Iilſon. However, as 1 fuvſcribed to 


a circulating library for my amuſe- 


ment, I made an excuſe, at the time 
appointed, to go and change a book, 
and took that opportunity of fulfilling 
my part of the aſſignation. Mr. Wal- 


Angham was not neglectful of his, as 


1 found him waiting in a hackney 
ach ; and having accepted his in- 
vitation of getting into it, he imme- 
diately told me that I was living with 
a very bad woman, and that, if I did 
not leave her ſoon, nothing eould pre- 
ſerve me from deſtruction. e fol- 


lowed this information with a pro- 
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poſal for me to go and live at Ham- 
merſmith, where he would procure: 
me board and lodging with very 
| honeſt people, who were gardners, 
and who would do every thing to 
make my ſituation ſecure and com- 
fortable; that he would take care I 
ſhould be ſupplied. with plenty of 
pocket · money, and as many clothes 
as I could with for; and that he would 
take every opportunity in his power 
to call and ſee me. My Jinclinations, 
however, were to return home, and 1 
did not heſitate to make them known 
to him. He then aſked me if I ſhould 
like to go into a family, and that be 
would procure me a ſituation as com- 
panion to ſome young lady of diſ- 
tinction but my cry was, at that 
time, after home; he therefore took 
8 leave of me with bis uſual politeneſs, 


and 
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and I returned to Mrs. Wilſn, who 


received me with very unuſual cool 
neſs, which, as I afterwards: diſco- 
vered; aroſe from her having quietly 
watched me, in the . of my 
late little nn 1:3 blo 116 


— 1 & 1 
1 

11 ” 2 0 8 } 
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ry She ad hoks e throw out 
the leaſt hint of her having obſtrved 


my motions, but continued heriuſual 
and conſtant application to pen, ink, 
and paper: indeed, that empleyed 


the greateſt part of her time, as the 
uſed to be conſtantly writing and 
fending letters, the fubſect of which 
I was the laſt to ſuſpect, till we re- 
ceived a viſit the next morning from 
a Mr. Lee, whom I diſcovered to ba 


Valet de Chambre to Lord Delorwine, 


to whom, as it appeared; ſhe had 


8 ling concerning me. but his 
F 5 Lord- 
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Landlhip Was at CR timo out "of 
tan. D 18 
neben an tk er this emiffüry 


eas doparted, we received a viſit from 
an old tattered; and "battered' beau, 

dreſſed in high order from the tar- 
 Nithed:: wardrobes .. of... Monmauth- 
tree, and who no ſooner entered 
ha ram than, in an, accent truly 
Hibernian, he beſtowed a ſuperabun- 
Hane ef ſine compliments and hand- 
ſame ſpeeches an me. I had never 
ſean this perſon before, but afterwards 
foung that it was the celebrated Mr. 
 Hndrew White, well known in the 
purlieus of low gallantry, and who, 
after having paſſed through a variety 
of in famous characters, had ſettled, 

in lac, in char ef Procurer- General 
oe > 8: gets 
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gentlemen. Much fecret converſa- 
tion took place between this man and: 
Mrs. Wilſon, of which I could only 
hear her ſay, if that one thing was 
over, ſhe ſhould roll in riches; by 
which I underſtood, that if I were 
once ſeduced, ſhe could get what 
money ſhe pleaſed by me. This was- 
a pleaſant ſubje& for me to reflect 
upon; and while I was turning it in 
my mind, Mrs. Wiſſon took an op- 
portunity to leave the room; and Mr. 
Andrew White no ſooner found him- 
ſelf alone with me, than he began to 
take thoſe liberties; from which T 
thought it right to extricate myſelf 
by calling out Murder.“ This 
outcry brought up, not only Mrs. 
Wilſon, but the people of the houſe,. 
on Which a violent altercation enſusd 

m_ latter accuſing the former of- the 
1 * F 6 „ 
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infamous defign of bringing me to 
ruin, while the former did not heſi- 
tate to acknowledge her intention, as 
the only means of reimburſing herſelf 
for the expence ſhe had been at on 
my account. I really thought the par- 
ties would have proceeded to blows; 
but, after a ſcene of no common a- 
buſe, and duringwhich Mr. Andrew 
White, had moved quietly. away, a 
warning to quit the apartment was 
given in form to Mrs. Wilſon, and 
accompanied with a threat, that 1 
- ſhould not long be ſuffered. to remain 
under ſuch a baneful ieee ren 


4 


N edn, — arg this 
fracas, .who ſhould arrive but Mr, 
Walfingham, who, ſeeing me in diſ- 
treſs, naturally enquired the cauſe, 
and was immediately informed of the 


i 
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11} treatment I had received. He 
expreſſed his concern, in the moſt 
friendly terms, at the uneaſineſs 1 
had undergone, and made me an offer 
to attend me himſelf, and ſee me 
ſafe home. He ſaid, that he was en- 
gaged that afternoon to drink tea 
with a particular friend, and if I 


would 80 and meet him there, he 


would convey me to the protection 
of my mother. As Mr. Valſing bam 
had always conducted himſelf towards 
me with a very peculiar delicacy; I 
really thought it would be much bet- 
ter for me to rely upon him, and 
truſt to his honour, than remain 
where I was; I therefore accepted 


his propoſal without much heſitation 
the hour of ſix in the afternoon 


was appointed for the time of our 


e and Mrs. Wilſon, w. who was 


; : to 


. 
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to conduct us to the place, had pro- 
per directions given her for that lend 
er 4 


The hour at W el hes 
I was to fulfil my engagement. Mrs. 
Wilſon wiſhed extremely to have a 
coach; but, being apprehenſive if 1 
thould comply with her deſire, in that 
particular, ſhe might contrive to take 
me to ſome other place than that 
which had been named to me, I in- 
ſiſted upon walking. She therefore 
conducted me to King's Place, King- 
ſtreet, St. James's; and, on aſking 
her to whom thoſe handſome houſes 
belonged, ſhe faid they were inha- 
bited by perſons of the firſt diſtine- 
tion and that it was to one of them 
where we were going to drink tea. 
She had no ſooner given me this in- 
2 for- 
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formation than ſhe knocked at the 
door, which was opened by an elderly 
man out of livery. We had no ſooner 
entered the veſtibule than he deſired 
us to walk up ftairs into the dining- 
room; and, as we paſſed along, the 
miſtreſs of the houſe opened the door 
to take a peep at us. Mr. Walſingham 
was fitting on a ſofa ready to receive 
us; which he did in the politeſt man- 


ner; and, having deſired me to be 


ſeated, he told Mrs. Wilſonthe might 
return home, and he would certainly 


call upon her the next day. He then 


ordered tea and coffee to be prepared; 
and ſoon after he ſaid that he had an 
appointment at Almack's with Lord 
Edu. Bentine# Lord Molneus (now 
Lord Sefton) and Mr. Stanley, and that 
he ſhould return at eleven o'clock.” He 
_ defired me to remain ſatisfied where 


V9; I was 
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I was: that night, as it was then ſo 
late an hour and aflured me that Iwas 

in a very good houſe, and with very 

- worthy people. He added, that I 
ſhould have a good bed, and requeſt- 
edif any one ſhould come into the 
room and aſk me any queſtions, that 
I would give no anſwer. He then 
left me a book for my amuſement, and 
took his leave.— This book was eee | 
2 of L Vane. 2+ 


«Wa penchant had ſearce «quits 
: Js 15 when the: elderly perſon 
- who had opened the door to us, and 
4 whom I afterwards- diſcovered to be 
the maſter of the honſe, came upſtairs 
to ſnuff. the 8 and ee re. | 
very n attention; iaforinel 
me that the lady of the houſe ſup- 
ped 
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ped at ten, and deſired to know if 3 
would go down ftairs and eat a bit of 
ſupper with her; but upon my beg- 
ging to be excuſed, he left the room. 


I now returned to the peruſal of 
my book, but had ſcarce finiſhed the 
-page I had already begun, when I 
heard a violent rap at the door; I ran 
to liſten, and heard ſome gentlemen 
come into the paſſage and call out for 
the Marquis of Kildare, which it 
ſeems, was the title given to the 
maſter of the houſe by thoſe who 
frequented it. I heard him tell them, 
that there was a very pretty little 
girl up ſtaits in the. drawing · room, 
and they did not heſitate, very un- 
ceremoniouſly indeed, to pay me a 
viſit. I have ſince been well ac- 
quainted with them all. They were 
e | Sir 
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Sir Alexander Gilmour, General Scot, 
and Captain Hotham.—Their appear- 
ance quite alarmed me, as they were 

all full dreffed, it being ball night at 
Aimack 5 


My baſh falnefs and 5 ignorance ſerv- 
* them for fome time, as a matter 
of amuſement; at length, however, 


Sir Hlerander Gilnour was left alone 


with me, and he no ſooner found 
-himfelf in that ſituatioen, than he 
deſired me to pull off my ſtays. On 
his equi tion, ſo very unexpected 
to me, and which was accompanied 
With an attempt at liberties which 1 
did not conceive he had any right to 
"take, T ran -out of the room, and 
having got upon the landing place of 
the! ſtairs, *knocked as fordibly as'I 
you . in order to woes 
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protection againſt the infult that was 
intended me. Mrs. Kildare, hearing 
the noiſe, looked out of the back 
parlour, and on my requeſting her to 


come up to me inſtantly, as I deſired to 


ſpeak to her, anſwered you had bet- 
ter, my dear, come down and ſit 
with me till your friend comes, 


with which invitation I readihy om 


plied. A kind of confuſion ſtill con- 
tinued, however, for ſome time, 
from Sir Alexander Gilmaur's violence, 


who vowed and ſwore he would nat 


leave the houſe till he had poſſeſſed 
me. But Mrs. Kildare was reſolute 
on her part, and told bim in very 


plain terms, that I belonged to the 


gentleman who had brought me there, 
that ſhe had no influence over me, 
and therefore begged him to deſiſt 
trum attempting any thing that might 
. ; | be 
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be diſagreable to me. Sir Alexander, © 
finding that he waſted both threats 


and entreaties, went angrily away 


and took his companions with him. 


They were no fooner gone than 


another thundering rap ſaluted the 


door, and a gentleman, whom 1 
afterwards knew 'to be Sir Francis 
"Molyneux, made his appearance. The 
Baronet was extremely civil and pret- 
ſed me with great politeneſs to have 
ſome ſupper; I at firſt refuſed, but, 
after ſome time, it was ſent for 
from the Cocoa Tree, with plenty of 
"champagne, &e. The uncommon 


civility and obliging behaviour of 


Mrs. Kildare quite charmed me, and 
no ſuſpicion, was more diftant from 
any mind than that the was the miſ- 


| treſs of a brothel, But | {ſurely there 


ut | may 
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may be a comparative degree of 
virtue in the worſt ſituations; and 


there may be degrees of merit in a 


procureſs, the maſter of a bagnio, 
and an hangman. Nay, Mr. and 
Mrs. Kildare have ſince, oftentimes 
aſſured me, that if they had known 


at the time, that I was yet unſeduced, 
they would not have ſuffered their 


houſe, with all its proſtitution,. to, 
have been the ſcene of my ſeduction. 


But to return to my ſtory. 


Mrs. Kildare continued her pleaſ- 
ing attentions, and aſſured me again 
and again, how much ſhe wiſhed me 
to become one of her family, for 
which expreſſion I was extremely 
grateful, without having the leaſt 
idea of the real tendency of her 
kindneſs to me. She apologized more 


than 


1 
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than once for the abrupt treatment I 
| had received from Sir Alexander Gil- 


mour, and requeſted” me to make my- 
ſelf eaſy, for ſhe would take care 
that I ſhould not have any further 
inſult offered to me while I remained 


beneath her * 


Mr. Welfnghom, was all this time 
Aigen at Almac#'s, and being ap- 


prehenſive that J might be uneaſy at 


his abſence, he ſent me the GENS 
note. F 


| « 7] hope, my dear angel, you 


0. will not be uneaſy at my not com- 


ing to my appointment, as I am 
* engaged with Lady Almeria Car- 


«© penter, one of the fineſt dancers 


* and moſt acoompfiſned ladies, ex- 


66 « My 
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« My dear girl, make yourſelf. 


4% happy, I ſhall be with you ſoon. 
66 Yours, 
B. W. 


On ſupper being ſerved, I was. de- 


fired to place myſelf at table, and 


Sir Francis Molyneux was not wanting 


in paying every polite and gentle- 


manlike attention. He flattered him- 
ſelf, that if I ſhould become one of 
Mrs. Kildare's family, I would per- 
mit him to viſit me, and propoſed, if 
my friend did not take me home the 
next day, that Lwould do him the 


favour to accompany him on a party 
into the country. 1 knew not what. 


anſwer to make, ſo remained ſilent, 
and continued to read the note which 


I had 


2 
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I had juſt received from Mr. JValfng- 

ham. My ſituation, however, was 
very awkward, and I felt myſelf 
aſhamed, 1 knew not why, of being 


where I was, and hearing all the 
fine things which were ſaid to me. 


Sir Ednet ſtaid till about one 

_ o'clock, and during the whole time 
1 was in his company he never drop- 
ed an expreſſion that could give me 
the leaſt offence. About two, Mr. 


. » Walfngham arrived with Lord Edrod. 


- Bentmch, and Mr. Stanley; they were 
in high ſpirits, and full of mirth; 
but did not ſtay long, and abſolutely 
refuſed to let Mr. Malſingham remain 
behind. He was, therefore, obliged | 
to go along with them; and I was 
ſhewn up ſtairs into a very elegant 


chamber; where I was accomodated 
with 
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with every convenience, and a candle 
was left burning in the room. Hav- 
ing fat up much longer than was 
uſual with me, I ſoon fell into a faſt 
5 ſound ſleep. In the mean time 
. Walfngham returned and crept 
Ns bed unheard by me. On my 
awaking, found ſome body by my 
ſide, whom, from a ribband which I 
perceived to be tied around his head, 
I ſuppoſed, at firſt, to be one of the 
young ladies belonging to the houſe; 
but I ſoon diſcovered my miſtake, — 
and began to cry,—to Ro rl 
deplore my unhappy lot,—and t 
curſe the hour that had brought me in- 
tothat houſe, as well as my weakneſs 
in rélying on the honour of a man, 
whoſe only object I now perceived, 
was to undo me. In ſhort, 1 - 


men every means in my power to 
f VOL. I, . G | Pre- 
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preſerve my virtue, and he uſed all 
nis to deſtroy it: — but the conflict 
. uncqual, and he triumphed. 


"The next morning at 3 1 
Was ſad and ſorrowful, and he was 
kind and affectionate. He left no at- 
tention unemployed. which might 
ſooth and comfort me; he aſſured 
me of his real regard, and declared 

in the moſt poſitive manner, that, 
while he had. a breath of life, he 
would never quit me. He requeſtell 
me to, be fatisfied with my condition, 
and aſſured me, that he would ſettle 
me in a manner that ſhould be per- 
fectly to my comfort and ſatis faction. 
He expreſſed his apprehenſions that I 
- was too young to take upon me the ma- 


| nagement of an houſe, or he would 


ne an deen one for me. In 


p 5 | ſhort, 
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ſhort, after a long converſation on 
the ſubje& of fixing me in a ſituation 
agreeable both to him and myſelf, it 
was determined, that he ſhould look 
out for ſome genteel family where I 
could board and lodge, and where he 


might come and viſit me whenever 


he ſhould think proper. He gave 


me what money he had about him, 
which was forty-two guineas, de- 


ſired me to return back to Mrs. 
Wilſon, and purchaſe any neceſſaries 


that I might immediately want. In 


the mean time, he ſaid, that he 


ſhould go to his banker's and provide 
. to ſupply me with more caſh 
in the afternoon, when he would 
moſt Ane call pn me. 


"+ 
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15 Ps 95 to Mes. Wi than who. ** great | 
Pains to reconcile me to my Situation Am fit- 
ted out as a Companion for Mr. Walfingham. 
— He takes me to Hampton, Court, meet the 
Duke of Glouceſter and Lady Muldegrave on 
the Road; paſſes me off to the Duke as a Re- 
lation. Pay a Vi It to my Mother, who is yet 
ignorant of my Situation. Meet Mr. mal. 
Ingbam at the Toy Tavern, near Limehouſe, 
' who takes me on Board an Indiaman,—Nar-_ 
row eſcape from being Drowned. | 


* 
29 


Now $55 DI to Mrs. V gen, hs 
appeared to be highly delighted at 
* me, more eſpecially when ſhe 
een chat I had come back to her 
with 
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with ſuch a repleniſhed purſe. The 
money Mr. Walſingham had given 
me, operated wonderfully on her con- 
duct, and a thouſand different pre- 
tences did ſhe make in order to get it 
into her keeping. I thought myſelf, 
however, equal to ſuch a charge, and 
J was rather ſuſpicious from the 
knowledge I now had of her, that, 
if ſhe had once got it into her poſ- 
ſeſſion, it would never have returned 
to mine; but to be rid at once of her 
importunities, I gave her a few 


guineas, which immediately changed 


her note into approbation and com- 


Me This artful woman now began to 
repreſent the great fortune which 
awaited me; ſhe herſelf, ſhe ſaid, 


would write an account of me to all 
G 3 , the. 


'k 
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the men of faſhion in town, and 


that I ſhould ſoon be in a ſituation, 
as ſhe elegantly expreſſed herſelf, to 
kick the world before me. I did not 
exactly underſtand what ſhe meant, 


but 1 replied that I had one man of 


faſhion already, that I was ſure he 


would love and protect me, and that 
I did not want any more. She con- 


tinued that kind of converſation 


- which was beſt calculated to anſwer 
her purpoſe, but in the courſe of it, 
and in ſpite of all her artful aſſiduities, 

the conſequences of my ſituation pre- 


ſented themſelves to me; the idea of 
being baniſhed from home preſſed 


forcibly on my mind, and the diſ- 
pleaſure of my father when he ſhould 


return from the Weſt Indies, awakened 


the moſt painful apprehenſions. In 
e, theſe and — reflections of a 


fimilar 


ANN 8 HEL DON. 127 
ſimilar nature bore ſo hard upon my 


ſpirits, that tears alone could afford 
me relief, and ſhed a flood of them. 


Mis. 17 Willa had now an additional 
opportunity to diſplay her concilia- 
ting powers, and. ſhe exerted them 
with the moſt complete effect. I was 
ſoon perſuaded by her reaſonings, 
that 1 might enjoy all the advantages 
of my preſent ſituation, and be ſtall 
an occaſional viſitor at home, as well 
as the favourite of my father. A fine 
ſpecious plan was arranged to ſooth 
my uneaſineſs, and as it flattered my 
| hopes, it gained my belief, and my 
former eaſe was quickly reſtored to 

ny heart. | 55 1 
Being thus recovered, I now thought 
of 3 what I might immedi 
G 4 | ately 


ately want, according to Mr. Walſing- 
ham's deſire; a coach therefore, was or- 
dered to the door, and I ſet off accom- 
panied by Mrs. Wilſon, for the pur- 
poſe of diſtributing my guineas in 
the ſhops. of Milliners, Mercers, 
Linen-drapers, Shoe- makers, and all 
the other Magazines of ſupply 
for female dreſs. My money, as 
may be ſuppoſed, was ſoon exhauſt- 
ed, and we returned home laden 
with the Fargo which I ned ap 


21 Mr. Wa den, baving Gra with 
Lol Sandwich, made 1t very late be- 
fore he arrived to pay his - promiſed 

viſit ; and, to my great. ſatisfaQion, 

I found that his paſſion for. me was 
not decreaſed. He was fonder of me, 

he faid, than chere mag⸗ he declared 
that he adored me, and that the 

3 whole 
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whole buſineſs of his life ſhould be 
to make me happy.— He ſtaid with 
me till two o'clock in the morning, 
and then went home to his houſe in 
Portugaliſtreet. The next day, he 
called. upon me again about twelve 
o'clock, and preſented me with a 


beautiful gold watch and an elegant 


ſet of trinkets, accompanied with a 


bank note of fifty pounds; andtaking 


out of his pocket a paper of patterns 
of different ſilks, he deſired me to go 
to a Mercer' s, whom he named, and, 

pointing out thoſe which he thought 
the handſomeſt, requeſted me to pur- 


chaſe them for my own' wear. He 


alſo aſked for a lock of my hair, that 
he might have it encloſed in an ele- 
. gant ornament and wear it near his 
heart. He then went to pay a' viſit 
to the Duke of Bolton, and after- 
wards took me in his Phaeton. to 


* & BW Hampton 
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Hampton Court, where we dined, and a 
Mr. Standiſh along with us. As we 
were going through Hammerſinith, we 
met the Duke of Glocęſter, and Lady 
Waldgrave, as ſhe was then called, in 
his carriage, coming to town. Mr. 
Malfing bam immediately ſtopped his 
phaeton and converſed ſome time 
with his Royal Highneſs, who, as 
well as Lady Waldgrave, were not 
only very curious about who I was, 
but paſſed many compliments upon 
me, to my no. ſmall anxiety and con- 
fuſion.— Mr. Malſingbam repreſented 
me as a relation of his, whom he was 
taking a little way into the country. 
After dinner we made a litle tour 
and n to town. | 
Weesen ng the attentions 
r me oa my 12 the preſents 
Ar A8 2 
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which were made me, and the pains 
that were taken to reconcile me to 
my ſituation, I felt a very affſicting 
uneaſineſs at the idea of being ex- 
cluded from my paternal home; I, 
therefore, obtained Mr. Walfingham's 
conſent to pay a viſit to my mother 
the next day, and Mrs. Wilſon was 
entruſted with the arrangement'of it. 
In ſhort, the performed her part fo 
well in the buſineſs, that my mother 
was contented J ſhould remain with 


her till my father returned from the 


Meſt Indies; and I had not only the 
pleaſure of being kindly received by 
one parent, but had every reaſon to 
hope, that when I ſaw the other, it 
would be without any ſuſpicion/ on 
his part, that I had ated in a man- 

geen e his de een NA 
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As I had engaged to meet Mr. 
1 alfingham in the afternoon at the 


Toy, a famous Tavern for dreſſing 


White Bait, between Limehouſe and 
Blacbꝛvall, we made a pretence to 
take our leave of my mother and 
proceded to the water ſide. Mrs. 
Mison and her company took a boat 
to return to town, while I took an- 
other to convey me to the Toy, where 
I found Mr. Walſingbam in company 
with two other gentlemen, one of 


5 Whom was Captain of a Man of War, 


and the other a Captain of an India- 
man He received me in the moſt 
| b manner, and preſented me to 
His friends as his nete, and by: the 
8 ere Miſs Talern. Blr 
n tt 00h ammg acc] 
After dinner, Contain) Filer who 
commanded the Indiaman, gave us 
an" | TT > 6 >. > WS 
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an invitation to take tea on board 
his ſhip which then lay off Black- 
wall, where we were entertained in 
a molt elegant manner; but little did 
I ſuppoſe myſelf to be the object of 
all the gallant Captain's attentions ; 
yet ſo it was, for no ſooner was tea 
over, than he confuſed me and great- 
ly perplexed my ſuppoſed uncle, by 
requeſting' his permiſſion to make 
propoſals of marriage 0 his niece. 
They who knew poor Mr. Walfng- 
ham, will be perfectly ſenſible how 
awkward his ſituation muſt have 

been, between the play of his fancy 
on the occaſion, and the neceſſity of 


decorum. However, he extricated 


himſelf, by returning every proper 
acknowledgement for the honour 
pPrropoſed to his family, accompanied 
with a : profuſion of regrets and mor- 
tifications 


133 
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tifications, that his niece had been 
for ſome time engaged, with the ap- 
probation of thoſe who alone could 
ſanctify ſuch an engagement.—Capt, 
Farr, appeared to be extremely flat- 
tered by the reply and continued to 
pay: me every poſſible atteution dur- 
ing our ſtay on board; but as we 
were going aſhore in his boat, the 
Captain's aſſiduities had very near 
proved fatal both to himſelf and me. 
For in his great care to land me ſafe, 
his foot flipped and tumbling head- 
long into the water, he dragged me 
with him. Mr., Walfingham's great 
Newfoundland dog plunged in after 
us, and ſuch a group I believe, was 
ſeldom ſeen” as we three compoſed, 
for the dog was a very principal 
- figure in the dripping - piture.—A 
complete ducking, however, was, all 
nen ED, the 
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the harm, which the amorous Cap» 


. tain and Mr. Walfingham's neice or 
on the occaſion. 


We now made the beſt of our 
way to the Ship Tavern, at Black- 


wall, but there all was uproar and 


confuſion, for a violent quarrel had 
taken place between the maſter and 


miſtreſs of it, and no aſſiſtance could 
we get of any kind till an end was 


put to their animoſity, which my 


two gentlemen by their interference 


were happy enough to effect. The 
miſtreſs of the houſe was then ſo 
good as to change all the anger 
againſt her huſband into the moſt 


obliging attentions to me; and while 


I was dreſſing myſelf in her cloaths 


above ſtairs, the good Captain was 


hanging | his * below; and in 


a uy 


———— 
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a very ſhort time, we found our- 
ſelves as comfortable as if nothing 
had happened. Mr. Walfingbam was 
very generous in his acknowledge- 
ments to our landlady for her at- 
tentions to me, and Captain Farr 
very obligingly took us in his carriage 
to his houſe. He certainly was not 
l tired of ſhewing us civilities, for he 
now preſſed us in the warmeſt man- 
ner to ſtay all night with him. But 

his houſe was not a place where 
uncles and nieces could ſleep to- 
gether, and therefore, Mr. Walſing- 
ham declined his politeneſs, and took 
me in an hackney coach, to a 
Manſion where parties of any rela- 
tion may ſleep together, except that 
of man and wife, and that was the 
| Bagmo in Leicefter-fields ; though this 
—_— bad * * produced 
ſuch 
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fuch à phenomenon, for we had 


ſcarce got to our apartment when we 
heard à violent diſpute, and what ap- 
peared to us to be a very acrimonious 


altercation, in an adjoining chamber. 


* 


Curioſity induced us to liſten, and 
we diſcovered, that a gentleman and 


bis wife, the one to meet her gallant, 


and the other to detect her in the 
buſineſs, had unluckily found their 
way to the ſame apartment in this a 
reputable Aſylum. However, in a 
ſhort time they went away, and after 
ſupper we went Wen 


The next mares, Mr. Wa ling 


| ham took me back to Mrs. il ſon” $ 


lodgings, and giving me forty guineas, 
defired me to provide myſelf with 
trunks and what other neceſſaries I 
might want, as he ſhould immediate- 


IF 


LN 
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ly look out for ſome agreeable ſitua- 
tion-for me in the neighbourhood of 
Windfer. He then took his leave of 
me and immediately ſet off for the 
country to put his deſign in execu- 


o 1 
ien 


5 * * » a * I 
* 


* 
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e H A P. VII. 


Mrs. Wilſon endeavours to ſeduce me from Mr. 
Walfingham, and introduces me to the noted 
Mrs. Pelham, with whom ſhe was in league— 

Prevailed upon th go to the Opera, Vor the 
-  firft time in my life 4m arifully left by Mrs. 
Wi lſon with Mrs. Pelham, but ſoon make my 
eſcape—Accofled in my way by Lord George 

\- Sackville and Sir Peniſton Lambe, wy 8 


05 e ee Motor B 010 
Mis Wilſm, whe was at ard : 
extremely 'rejoiced to ſee me 
return, was equally mortified to find 
thatT was on the point of leaving her, 
before ſhe had | fulfilled any of her 
own views concerning me. Her 
Principal object, therefore, was in 
1 1 ; the 
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the firſt inſtance to remove me, if 
poſſible, from Mr. Walfingham, and 
reſign me into the hands of thoſe peo- 
ple who. would be glad to give a 


very valuable conſideration for ſuch 


a prize as 1 ſhould N have been to 
| chem. 


„ A. 
» 


The tere of Mr. . Walfnghim' 8 


e therefore, was to be em- 


ployed in effecting this important 
RT purpoſe ; ; and.ſuch a plan was laid as 


ſeemed almoſt impoiſible for me to 


e ſcape. This very evening the Royal 


Family were to go to the play, an 
to ſee them was an excuſe for 551 


| 8 me to accompany her to the 


Theatre. My curioſity was eaſily 


awakened to ſuch a ſight, and I con- 


ſented to comply with her requiſition. 


Beſides, we were to call in our way 
. TY Nees on 
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on a Mrs. Ballard, a millener, who 
lived at the corner of Bow-ftreet,' 
Covent. Garden, where I might amuſe 
myſelf in making any of my little 
dee 90 til it was time to go to 
the Cw” 


A coach was accordingly ordered, 
and away we went to Mrs. Ballard, 
who underſtood the full effect which 
obliging manners and flattering ex- 
preſſions would have upon ſuch a 
character as myſelf, and did not fail 
to produce it, for the two-fold. pur- | 
pole of getting my money, and win- 
ning my confidence. As an example 
of the firſt, I laid out ſixty pounds 
with her, —and as an inſtance of the 
latter, I conſented to accept. her in- 
vitation to dinner the very next day. 
We now proceeded to the play, where 
N I was 


42 
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I, was bighly gratified with the enter- 
tainment which was there afforded 
e eee eee e e 
The following day I was decorated 
in ſome of my new purchaſes, i in or- 
der to figure at Mrs. Ballard's table, 
and Where I found a Major Atkinſon 
had been invited to meet us. Ile not 
only paid me every poſſible attention, 
but bought ſeveral little articles out 
of the ſhop, which he preſſed upon 
my acceptance. But the Major's gal- 
lant aſſiduities were ſoon interrupted 
by the arrival of an elegant carriage, 
with three high - dreſſed ladies, who 
ran familiarly up ſtairs, and whom T 
tock for perſons of fortune and faſhion, 
cho might be among the number of 
Mrs. Ballard's cuſtomers. However, 
as afterwards found, their. connec- 
2, 5 4 tion 
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tion was of a cloſer nature. There 
was, in fact, a little kind of copart- 
nerſhip between them, and the occa- 
ſion of their particular viſit at this 
time, was in order to get me as a 
oc of 8 * in trade. 
This lady was no: leſs than the ce- 
lebrated Mrs. Pelham, a procureſs at 
that period, of ſome reputation in her 
way. That ſhe ſoon addreſſed her- 
ſelf to me, will be eaſily believed; 
indeed. ſhe never left my ſide for an 
inſtant, till ſhe had won my conſent 
to accompany her to 2 een ce 
W ita N lain 


RY 


As 1 had never been at an a 1 
was rather eager togo; and Mrs. Wil- 
ſon, on ſome pretenceor other, took her 
leave and returned no. ore, leaving 


I we 
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me as a prey to the wretches about 
me; for I ſoon. found to what kind 
of friendſhip, and for what kind of 
purpoſes I had been invited to Mrs. 
Ballard's table, and loaded with ſuch 
flattering careſſes. Mrs. Pelbam now 
began to find fault with the man- 
ner of dreſſing my hair, the cloaths 
I had on, and in ſhort with every 
thing that I thought ſo fine and ele- 
gant. She, therefore, inſiſted that 
1 ſhould be re-dreſſed in a ſuit of 
white ſattin, which, ſhe ſaid, Mrs. 


Ballard was making up for her, and 


an hair-dreſſer being ſent for, I was 
very quickly transformed into what 
they called a little angel, and in my 
borrowed plumes, made one of this 
charming pry to the _ ; 


. 
t Thus 
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Thus fituated, I was eaſily pre- 
vailed upon to accompany my friend- 
ly conductreſs to her houſe to ſupper, 
where it was ſoon” arranged that 1 
ſhould paſs a few days, and accom- 
pany her on the Monday following to 
the Ridotta. In ſhort,” after every 
poſſible civility and attention, on the 
part of Mrs. Pelham; I was conducted 
to a very elegant apartment, and a 
young lady, who was called Harriet, 
was appointed te {leep with me: 
This young perſon, who had ſenti- 
ments far above her miſerable con- 
dition, was ſhocked at the idea that 
another innocent victim, as 2 the 
thought, ſhould be added to the num- 
ber, and after ſome previous enqui- 
ries, informed me of my ſituation. 
% Vou are, aid ſhe, in one of the 
riooſt notorious brothels in town, 
VOL, "is 2" and 
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<«.and'to remain in it would prove 
your deſtruction, as it has done 
that of many others.” She then 
deſcribed her own ſituation, and that 
ol ſeveral more who belonged to the 
Much of this was as yet unintel- 
ligible to me,—but it all ſerved to 
alarm my fears, and to turn my 
thoughts towards my eſcape from 
this infernal abode: and here there 
was a difficulty, which, it if had not 
been for my friend Harriet, I ſhould 
not eaſily have overcome, - which 
was my being dreſſed in clothes that 
were the property of Mrs. Pelham, 
and with which ſhe had, as I ſup- 
poſed, artfully decorated me, in or- 
der to make the poor being who wore 
them her property alſo. Harriet, 
e was fo good as to lend me 
. | / Aa Morne 
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a morning dreſs," and at breakfaſt I 
mentioned my wiſh to go home, 

which, though it was accompanied 
with a promiſe to return in the even- 
ing, was oppoſed with ſo much af- 
fected kindneſs, as to render it impoſ- 
ſible to get out of the houſe, by any 
means, but the employment of ſame; 
kind of ſtratagem. I therefate; when 
Mrs. Petham went up ſtairs, and with 
the aſſiſtance of my friend Harries s 
hat and cloak, walked quietly out 
at the door, and continued ON, 
with all poſſible expedition, til} after 
rarning to right and left, as oppor- 
tunity offered, 1 found GY 1d 
ere 55 AI $09} 2807 0. 

y | 299" s is 

1 1 e a) i nn 
and two gentlemen coming up, one 
of them addreſſed me with, « where: 


01 ">. REN | are 
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are you going to, fair lady, in 
% ſuch an hurry; —and * what is 
the matter, my little queen, you 
ſeem all terror and alarm,“ ſaid 
the other. I only want to know, 
ſaid IJ, where the neareſt ſtand of 
coaches is; for though I am perfect- 

I well acquainted with the place 
where I live, I am rather at a loſa to 
find my way thither. Theſe gentle- 
men, who were Lord George Sack- 
ville and Sir Penniſton Lambe, now 
Lord Melburne, in the moſt obliging 
manner, undertock to ſee me ſafe to 
my lodgings, and were ſo good as to 
drive away Mrs. Pelbam's black maid, 
who was ſent after me to deliver 
ſome enticing meſſage from her miſ- 
treſs. At Charing-croſs we took a 
coach, and went to Mrs. Ballard's, 


the * for the clothes I had: 
left 
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left there the day before. The good 
woman had her ſtory of excuſe ready, 
and I was not in an humour to con- 
tradict. it; ſo after I had dreſſed my- 
ſelf, and received ſome millinery 
preſents from Sir Penniſton Lambe, 
we ſet off for my lodgings: When 
we arrived there, Sir Penniſton pre- 
ſented me with a piece of paper, 
which, on examination, I found to 
be a ten pound note, and defiring a 


contin ror ay rene took 
| his leave. © 


d * 
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Receive a Billet-doux from Sir Penniſton Lambs, 
to give him a Meeting, am perſuaded 16 accept 
it by Mrs. Wilſon—Mr. Malſingbam takes 


. Lodging for 1 me near Windſor, to remove me 


af? om. ' Mrs. Wilſm, who makes another Li- 
empt 70 diſpeſe of me to a Mrs. Tach, HA 


* Mather Govld,. in Suffolk-ftreet, where" ſhe 
-[ prevailed upen me to accompany ber to. Tea— 
Several Characters there deſcribed—Am We 
by Mr. Os: 1 | 


ON my return, Mrs. Wilſon could 
not ſufficiently expreſs her ſatis- 
faction at ſeeing me, as well as the 
extreme uneaſineſs ſhe had ſuffered 
during my abſence,—and ſuch was 
the art of this woman ; e though 
E I was 
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was ſenſible of her deceit, ſhe perſua- 
ded me to promiſe that I would not 
mention a word of what had happen- 
ed, to Mr. Malſingham. But this was 
not all—for having received a billet- 
doux from Sir Penniſton Lambe, te- 
| queſting to meet me the next even- 
ing at a paſtry-cook's in Oxford Road, 
ſhe, by her perſuaſions, induced me 
to accept the aſſignation, which, 
however, ended in nothing but a Hae 
in a hackney coach, an' hiſtory of 
Harriet Powel, his Lordſhip's then 
miſtreſs, a preſent of lace, &c. and 
a declaration, if Captain Walſingham 
ſhould leave me, how happy he 
thould 1 to upply his g 


on my return bees I found: tb 
my great ſurprize, and to my nd 
n confuſion; that Mr. Mal Hang hun 


391 Was 


was there. He had been extremely 
uneaſy at my abſence, and was ſe- 
verely . blaming Mrs. Jon for ſuf- 
fering me to go out alone. My ap- 
pearance, however, ſettled all dif- 
ferences, and I went that evening to 
ſup and ſleep with my friend, at 
Killdare's, in King's Place, the ſcene 
of my, final en, 5 
mov non 
Ian the moming Me, JV slinghan 
informed me of his having procured 
me an elegant and rural retirement in 
Windſor, where] Was to lodge and 
board, and defired I would let him 
know what 1 might want before > 
left town, and he would procure it 
me. But, without any previous ſug- 
en on my part, (for it appeared 
to me that I had already every thing 
$i could want for a e time,) he 


38 [> came 


*%. 


ANN SHELDON. 153 


came the next day in a hackney 
coach, loaded with all the materials 
that could be deviſed for female wear- 
ing apparel—indeed I am certain that 
my wardrobe, at this time, amount- 
ed at leaſt to the value of three hun- 
dred pounds. The very fame day a 
Miſs Winkels, a mantua-maker, paid 
- me a viſit, on the recommendation of 
Major Atkinſon, which ended in her 
taking meaſure of me for ſome clothes, 
and perſuading me to meet him at my 
good friend, Mrs. Ballard's, the mil- 
liner, where I had already dined with 
him. I began now to reliſh the agree 
able things which were ſaid to me, 
and I thought there would be no harm 
in giving the Major an opportunity of 
entertaining me with his polite con- 
verſation.— His propoſals were ge- 
nerous 3 but 1 began really to like. 
H 5 Mr. 


* . 1 
a 
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Mr. Walſingham, and, therefore, gave 
them no encouragement. This parley 
ended in the addition of a beautiful 
piece of ſilk to the cargo I "oP 
poſſeſſed, 


Nes. Wi 1ſon, whoſe plotting hind 
vas never at reſt, with reſpe& to me, 
and fearing that 1 ſhould now eſcape 
entirely from her, without produ- 
eing thoſe advantages which the had 

ſo long expected, made one effort 

more to fulfil her mercenary VIEWS. 
this was a propoſal to go and 
drink tea with her at the houſe of 
a very particular friend in Sue le- 
fireet. She aſſured me that the lady 
to whom ſhe would introduce me 
was a perſon of conſiderable fortune, 
and the intimate friend of Lady Ladd 
—and that, till wy lately, ſhe had 

' kept 
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kept her carriage; but:being;r:franw 


an ill ſtate of health, unable to go 


out but yery ſeldom, (ſhe hãd thought 


proper to put it down. This ſtory! 


made its intended impreſſion, and L 
was ſo infatuated às to accompany” 
her to her pretended: friends, where 
we were entertained in a very elegant 
manner —a ſervant in livery: waited) 
at tea, and every thing IIIſato an- 
nounced opulence and cbmfort. The 


lady of the houſe was called Lacey, 


and there was a veryi genteel agrees 
able young perſon with her, a Miſe 
ene Jon AAS from Dublin. bai 
es ot tro! £ ci 

As tow as tea was ober, Mis. 
2 {on took her leave under a2 pre- 
tence of calling upon her tnantuas 
maker, who lived in the neigbbour- 
hood, and i ſaw her no more till the 
H 6 next 
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. taken ill, entreated me to 


ſtay with Mis O. Neal, till ſhe could 
fend for hiex God - daughter, who was 


then ſaid to be with Lady Ladd 5 but 


chat night her Ladyſhip happening 
to have a rout, it was late before the 
young dady was allowed to quit her 
domhany. However, about eleven 


o' clock iiſhe arrived, as, I Was told, 
and firmly believed, in Lady Ladds 


chair. It was now thought too late 
for me to-return/:home, and J con- 
ſented to ſleep with! Miſfs O'Neal: 


indeed the elegance of every thing in 


the houſe, as well as the tranquil- 


ty whichorcigned-in it, convinced 


me be ond a doubt, that LWwas with 
people raf po Pi rg s 101 


ue e 1 11 611 53. Or 
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The old lady had a very handſome 
library, and I amuſed myſelf the 
next morning in reading, till Mrs. 
Wilſon arrived, who brought me 
twenty yards of white luteſtring, 
which, ſhe ſaid, Mr. Walfing bam had 
left for. me at her lodgings; and, on 
being informed where I was, he had 
expreſſed his entire ſatisfaction at my 
fituation, and begged me to remain 
there till he could come to take me 
into the country. This information 
ſet me perfectly at my eaſe, and the 
old lady being ſomething better, Miſs 
O' Neal, Miſs Power, who was Mrs. 
_ Lacey's God- daughter, and myſelf, 
paſſed the day in great mirth and 
good humour, without the intruſion 
of any viſitors in the evening, how- 
ever, while we were engaged at a 
game of cards, a loud rap at the door 
0163 ö | | an- 


r5s MEMOIRS OY 


announced an arrival, and two gen- 
tlemen made their appearance: they 
were Colonel Lee and Captain Ment- 
worth, both of the guards the latter 
ſoon took his leave, but the former 
remained; and, entering into conver- 
fation with Mrs. Lacey on the ſubject 
of ber library, I was defired to re- 
commend the Colonel ſome favourite 
author of mv'own. »In ſhort, I was 
deſired to conduct him into the book · 
room, and we were no ſooner there, 
than I diſcovered the volume which 
; he had fixed upon for his peruſal; 
for he ſoon began to take thoſe liber- 
ties with me, which produced re- 
proaches on my part that ſoon made 
him deſiſt: in ſhort, when I talked 
of the character of the houſe, and 
threatened, if he continued his free- 
| _ to level him with the candle- 
n ſtick, 
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ſtick, his aſtoniſhment could only 
be equalled by mine, when he affured 
me, that he was invited there for no 
other purpuſe but to indulge himfeif 
in thoſe liberties which appeared to 
give me ſo much offence. . What 
4 you may think of the character of 
e the houſe, ſaid he, I know 
not, —or of the miſtreſs of it,. 
t but if you will enquire in the pur- 
lieus of Covent-Garden reſpect ing 
& the character of Mother Goo/d, you 
„will be ſatisfied concerning it.“ 
He continued to make a few ſimilar 
obſervations; and, having ſworn ra- 
ther bluntly to the truth of them, he 
went down ſtairs, where J heard him 


amuſe. himſelf with the old lady on 


my coyneſs, and the inviolable repu- 
tation of her n and W nN 
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A thouſand excuſes were made me 
relative to the Colonel's conduct, but 
F'was by no means ſatisfied, and be- 
gan to feel myſelf extremely uneaſy 


at my ſituation. In the mean time 


Mr. Walfingbam arrived in town, and 
on going to my lodging he found the 


bird flown, and Mrs. fon totally 
ignorant of its flight. I went out 
ſhe ſaid, the day before, and ſhe had 
not ſeen me ſince However, in the 
courſe of converſation, ſhe men- 
tioned my mantua-maker's name, 
and the place of her abode, and Mr. 
M alſingbam did not hefitate to pay 


Miſs Vinkels a viſit, where he found 


Major Atkinſon, Major Vaughan, Ma- 
jor Tucker, and Sir James Wallace. 


Here he learned that L was in a 


brothel in Sufolk-Arcet, Charing Croſs, 
7 * a Mrs. Lacey; the four gen- 
01 A tlemen, 
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tlemen, hearing the object of Mr, 
Walfngham's purſuit, and obſerving 
that ſuch places were always ready 
to receive cuſtomers, declared they 
would accompany *him thither,— 
Accordingly they all ſet off together, 
and the loud rap that announced their 
arrival, drove me with all ſpeed into 
the back parlour, where I overheard 
all that paſſed between them and my 
amiable friend Mrs. Lace). 1 


e ſome: converſation which it 
is unneceſſary, as it would be un- 
gracious to repeat, and wherein the 
old hypocrite ſuſtained her part to 
admiration, . Mr, Walfingbam deſired 
to know whether ſhe had not ſuch, a 
perſon in her . houſe as myſelf, ac- 
companying the queſtion with a very 
NG deſcription of me. The 

old 


162 MEMOIRS or 


old ſinner heſitating to give an 
anſwer I'll tell you what, madam, 
ſaid Mr. Walfngham, I am informed 
that the lady I have deſcribed is in 
this houſe, and if you do not pro- 
_ duce her immediately, 1 will break 
open every door, and ſend you to the 
devil, with whom you ought to have 
been years ago. He immediately 
apened the back parlour door, and 
the firſt object he beheld was myſelf. 
As he ſpoke, at firſt, rather auſterely 
to me, 1 entered” at once into the 
hiſtory of all that *had/ipafſed;'!the 
friekns Mrs. Wilfon Had taken to bring 
the to the houſe, and the ſtraragem 


me employed to induce me to remain 


there, —He then entered into an ex- 
planation with Mrs. Lacey, who ac- 
knowledged the whole contrivance, 
| and that ſhe gave Mrs. Vi Ion two 


— 2 


ANN S HE L DON. 163 


guineas for having brought me 


thither, which was the common. 


price, to uſe her own expreſſion, ſhe 
paid for the introduction of any thing 
handſome. She, however, convinced 
Mr. Walſingham, that I had received 


no contamination in her houſe, and 


having, paid for the alk which had 
been brought to me as a.pretended 
preſent from him, he ordered a 
coach to be called and away we went 
o bis Fayourite place of aſſignation 
in King . Place, which 1 I have already 
had occaſion to mention, and which, 
throughout my life, it becomes my 
bi nt ig wan NN AN 
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Me. Wolfaghans : remoues me + from Pg to 4 
Farm Houſe at Workingham. —Defeription of 


ibe Famih — Au amoicr of Miſs. Kitty, thi only 
i: daughter of the Farmer —Farm an acquain= 


+ tance with Miſa. Jones and the-Dfte of Cun- 

* berland.—T he Humours of the D Duke deſeribed. 

— Hiſtory of Miſs ones dm 8 25 7 
ber leaving the Duke. n 


eB2107 Bug tανννννẽ/ n nohsoe bei! 
Am. 20 ¹jẽ˙d 1 l Ven 1odguors! 13 
MI. Malfingbam remained with! 
me during the whole of the 
next day, being determined to truſt 
me no longer to the care of Mrs. Mil- 
Jon. In the, afternoon we went to 


the Jodgings to rn my cloaths, 
| when 
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when Mr. Walſingham, as I ſuppoſe, 


for private reaſons of his own, did not 
treat Mrs. Wilſon with that ſeverity 
which ſhe ſo well deſerved. We 
returned agaim̃ to Ning s Place, where 
J remained till the evening, when a 

friend of Mr. Walſingham came and 
conducted me to a Poſt-Chaiſe in 
which the brave Captain was waiting 
to convey» me into the country. He 
now: informed me, that he had pro- 
cured a very pleaſant apartment for 
me in a farm houſe near Workingham,, 
in Benkſbire; here I ſhould be ex- 
tremely happy, and as it was near 
Windſor, where he very frequently: 
was, it would be perfectly ; conve* 
nient for him to pay me continual 
viſits. He told me that he ſhould] 
take care to e my board and 
lodging, and that he would, allow 


2710 11 5 me 


/ 


166 1 * 1 O IRS OY 


me ſix guineas a week en bockes 
| 3 


When Ae! cat IP tir 
| houſe; 1 found it perfectly anſwer. 
able to the deſcription Which had | 
been given me of it. The fituation 
was extremely pleaſant, and the fa- 
mily conſiſted of an old man, his 
wife, a maid, two or three farming 
fervants, and which, was the moſt 
agreeable circumſtance of the whole, 
an only daughter, who was of my 
own age; and with whom 1 Don 
formed the moſt confidential friend- 
ſhip And here F cannot but ſtop 
moment to reflect on the ſuppoſed 
innocence and fimplicity of rural 
lite. This ydung perſon Who. was 
the darling of her parents; for whoſe 
furtute Froviſion they had hoarded the 
2M - | fruits 
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fruits of their paſt labours, and on 
whole affectionate duty they repoſed 
for comfort at the cloſe of life, 
had not only formed a ſecret connec- 
tion that they knew nothing of, but 
had already indulged” herſelf in the 
unchaſte gratifications of it. Though 
it may, perhaps, be proper to ob- 
ſerve, that the neighbour hood of 
Windſor „from a variety of circum- 
ſtances, which are too obvious to 
mention, may be ſaid, in ſome de- 
gree, to breathe the contagion of 
luxurious life. 


But to return to my ſubjectMiſs 


Kitq, (for ſo was this farmer's daugh- 
ter called.) had not a thought in her 


heart Which was a ſecret; from me: 
her amour was ſoon communicated 
to her confidante, and I proved my- 

OFT ſelf 


, 


— £ 8 


een N 5 + 84 


NS STS 2 — 


168 M E MO IRS OF 


ſelf worthy of the truſt repoſed in 
me, by promoting the pleaſures of 
t,—A young nobleman, but whe- 
ther he was then at Eton College, or 
lived in the neighbourhood, 1 do not 
recollect, had not only won poor 
Kitty's heart, but had received the 
laſt fatal proof which the inconſider- 
ate affection of female youth can be- 
ſtow.— This fond pair uſed to meet 
in the fields, and, while they repeat- 


cd their vows. under the hawthorn 


or beſide the thicket, I uſed to be- 
come the centinel of love, in order to 
prevent any ſudden en on their 
| 3 eee N, 
S 18 * ROL 
A en the isn of this! circum- 
| Kaneeg'ie: may readily be believed, 
Ghar our excurſions in the fields were 
as frequent as the weather and op- 
1157 e 
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port unity would admit; and iu one 
of our walks, we met the Duke of 


Cumberland and Miſs Jones, who then 
lived! with his Royal Highneſs. + 
The Prince did us the honour to take 
great notice of us; the con ſequence 
of Which was, an intimacy between 
myſelf and that lady, and a preſſing 
invitation to viſit her at Suming bill, + 
This honour I very regdity accepted; 
but my poor friend Kitty: was niat 
permitted to nn Her 
father ſhook his head, and er 1 5 : 
n L ick 


J VF; * . 4 TRY 7 
LD VIC 15 N. elad/tiogzit d ln ! if. 


I now: W104. frequent viſits co Miſe 
Tones, "4 and: uſed to accompany her 
and the Duke in their evening walks, 
order to amuſe his Royal Highneſs 
with her tumbling in the graſs. 
VOL. 1. | £3 | No- 
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Nothing could be more indecent and 
unbecoming” than this exereiſe, but 
it ſuited/thePrince's' taſte, and while 
ſhe: was tumbling heels over head, 
and! throwing herſelf into the [moſt 
indecent poſtures, - heiwufed:to laugh 
with a degree of violence that I 
never beheld either before or ſince. 
But all the charms and even the 
tumbling, all attractive as it was of 
this ung lady, could not keep the 
heart of her royal lover, for it mow 
began to wander towards myſelf, and 
his Highneſs tock an opportunity of 
informing me, that Miſs Jones' v vul- 
accompanied the declaration with a 
affections and protection. Silv, 
bit lain wy; h . ar 
* ft) 9755 Ai N Mam 21 An 
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An offer of this nature was calcu- 
latedin'every'inſtance to flatter my va- 
nĩty, but though my innocence was no 
more, my heart was not yet corrupt, 
and I was determined not only to 
refuſe the propoſition, but to inform 
my friend of the royal infidelity. 1 
therefore, took an opportunity of 
aſking Miſs Janes concerning her 
lover, to whom ſhe declared ſhe had 
no objection but one, which was, 


' whom the liked better; this favour- 


ed perſon was one of the Kennedy's, 


famdus for the murdet' of the watch - 
man. on J/efminfer bridge, but ſtil 


more famous for the very ſingular 


intereſt employed to ſave them from 
the ſentence which had been adjudg- 


that: there was ſorne body in town 


1 he * „„ we RW vc 


ed by the laws of their country. 
5 ſhe did not heſitate to de- 
nor ub! ES. clare, 


D -M'E'M:O"I'R'S OP / 
<lare; that if ſhe could not have oc- 
caſional communications with the 
'obje & of her affections, ſhe was de- 
3 to leave her preſent ſitua- 
tion; and endeavour to obtain one 
which would give her the oppor- 
2 ſhe ſo ardently deſired In 
tqe courſe of her converſation, ſhe 
e me the following ſketch of her 
_ Inſtant 1505556 echt nor on (rovg! 
eau cronies 4 350 tio, O 
5 Her father and mother were hawk» 
ing pedlars. who ſold wooden ware 
and cabbage nets about the ſtroets, 
While Poly attended them with her 
moving ſhop of water orefſes, and 
| —_—_ en n ſituati 
rer Michel, 9 
inbabitant of Ng epihce. That 
good lady, 3 the ärts of 
Sl. al ſeduction, 


ANN SHELDON. 173 


ſeduction, attacked at the ſame mo- 
ment, the vanity of the girl, and 
the wants of her parents. In ſhort, 
Mrs. Michel wanted a ſervant—ex- 
actly ſuch a ſervant. as Polly and, 
perhaps, ſne did not deviate from 
truth, when ſhe told the pedlar that 
ſhe would take the ſame care of his 


pbor girl was taken to: Mrs. Mitchel's 
kouſe, ſtripped naked, put into a 


large tub-of. Water, when after hay-⸗ 


ing been cleanſed from the dirt and 
deſilement of her late ſituation, Ihe 
viras bandſomely'! cloathed,; and at 


night conſighed to a deſilement of 


another and more fatal ſpecies, in 
the arms of a gentleman, who glad 
ened e Mrs,deE,ỹ⁵ iel's heart with tlie 
ſum which he gave her for the pri2e 


3 1 3 N | Here 


child;-as if it were her own So the 


he had ſo Juckily procured him. 


5 mediately informed her of the pro- 
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Here ſhe remained for ſome time, 
when being at Vauxhall gardens, ſſie 
happened to- captivate the Duke of 
Cumberlund, ho arranged the mat - 
ter with Mrs. Mitcbol, by paying her 
about ſeventy pounds which ſhe ſaid 
Miſs Jones: owedl her. The young 
lady was then taken home by his 
Royal Highnefs, where ſhe declared, 
ſhe had every reaſon to be contented; 
except her diſtance from the — 
Weular object of her affections. 
Bü T24h din. [1.26 v1. 2 Da * dad Biz: 


{Having heard her hiſtory, I im- 


c Poſals which the Duke had made 
me. At firſt ſhe rather heſitated in 
ORE di but on my veiterating 
the truth of my relation, ſnie de- 
clared ſne would be even with him; 
and while they were at ſupper, that 
SES 8 1 Ver 
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very night, the told his Royal High- 
neſs, that ſhe ſhould go to town the 
next day to meet a perſon ſhe was 


very fond of, and en his remonſtrat- 


ing againſt ſuch ungrateful conduct, 
ſhe told him, without any ceremony, 
chat he might turn about and mend 
it. 80 the ordered the ſervant to get 
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| rs be a ating my Mother Mather 
real Situation, which proved the greet 
. "Deftroying herſelf.—The Melancholy effect it 
Bad on my Fe ather,—My return to Town— 
Tale a Houſe near Leicefler Square. The 
0 een reſulting ee — | 
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| 3 FEBS fr TROP! 
| Ire, 2 ife days 1 I had loſt my 
friend Miſs Jones, I received A 
letter from Miſs Winckles, acquainting 
me, that my father was arrived in 
the Downs, from the Heſt Indies, and 
hat my mother wiſhed me to be at 
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home a few days previous, to his 
coming to town. I conſulted; Mr. 
Nalſing bam on this buſineſs, and it 
was agreed that I ſhould return home, 
for a few days, and then get leave of 
my father to return to my Berkfbrre 
Gtuations1 The next day thereforeꝶ 
Igeturneiſ 10 London, and, calling at 


the mantus maker's, was ſurprizced 


to find my mother, who, was come 
there in order to meet me; when it 
was agreed that I ſhould; return home 
| on the Tueſday following, Ia the 
mean time, Miſs M inetles having in- 
formed Mrs. Jon of all theſe cir- 
cumſtances, the latter declartd her 
datermimation to make my fathor's 
hbufe too hot to hold me, hy inform 
ing him o i every e ee 
eerning me [during his äbſence; 
ſhe was furd if I onge went bels 


bubw -. 17 that | 


| 


4 4 i 
Nor 


44 +: wy 


S "mExorts” on 


that ſhe ſhould [loſe me for: erer; 1 
all the hopes ſhe ſtil continued to 


entertain of. making APES reg of 
07 fit; Plot } 36 (11 YN 28 £847 
10 51 71 12 J 2 1 31 Beis * 810 Th Tel 3 10} 


On Tueſday, However, Ireviryed! 
| Hors: according to my original in 
tention, and was receive by) my 
father with tho warmeſt'affe@ion t 
but my mother velro wentethe pre 
ceding day to fetch me, had 

not been ſince Heard of, and my 
—— —— 
diſtreſs 0h the occhſidn. Indeedz 


when all his efforts to diſebuer her 


proved s fruitleſs, he took to his bed 
and L .w¼Zßg werylapprehenſide, that tlie 
loſs o ont parent would prove the 
los of th other But ins about ſix 
weeks, and after ſhe had been adver - 
tiſed in- the papers with a large re- 
A Þ . ward 
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ward for any tidings of ber, and 
when meſſengers had been ſent down 
in vain to. Nesocaſtla, Where the had 
many relations, her body was found 
in the river near Limebouſe Hole. 


This melancholy event, as it after- 


wards appeared, was owing to Mrs. 


Milan. Phat infamous woman, fear- 


Fuke if 1 returned home, that. ſhould * 


tema. there and be nd longer 4 


of gain to her, thought the real 
biſtory of my -Gtyation and;. duct” 
when mu ted to/my: mother, 
would. baniſn me;from any frignds,-+ 
and threw me without any ,other | 
hopes, upen a, public life, When ſhe 
might, «through Mr. Valfing ham and * 
others o derive ſome · benefit from her 
asqugintange Hh me. Fhis ſaxagęe 
attempt, hgwever, ſtruck directly at 
the lite of my unhappymother, the - 


8445 165 received 
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teceived the iute 
reply, and bearing it about her for a 


ligence without /a 


few days; in lent ſadneſs, -ſheieoutd 
fiiid he telef but in death, and to 


that ad refuge from the Hortts of 
fate, ſhe W for ſhelter- Wer 


* 
& * 1 * 
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aa klyibäther was ſo affected at this 


melancholy circumſtance; that I 
it thought. he never would have re- 


COverdd“ At 


At length, however, he 


gte w better, and engaged in another 


Voyage to elle Mast thdies:© On this 
 wethſion he quitted houſe-keeping, 
plated my brother in the merchant 
| Kvice, and left me with my younger 
fiſter; to go to my relations at the 
weſt end of he to/l Bur no ſooner 
wis my father failed, than 1 placed 
my fifler at Sirralbum in Surry; and 


- teturned to Mr. Walfingham; who; as 


58 E | 301 the 
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the meeting of Parliament approach. 
ed, deſired me to procure a handſome 
lodging in town. For this purpoſe, 
J applied to Miſs inc hles my mantua⸗ 
maker; and-a Mr. Taylor of Leioſter. 
ſquare; happening at that moment to 
be with her, he offered me a ready 
furniſted houſe in his neighbours 


hood, at four guineas a week; to 


this propoſal, on referring it to Mr. 
Malſingbam, he deſired me to accede; 
and I nb ſooner; took poſſeſſion of my 
new manſion; than he deſired me to 
enquire after ſome ſteady, "prudent, 
genteel perſon as a companion;''who 


might teach me marketing, and the 


oni x, houſekeeping, &.. 


D Of N A ire b 1%. 
My mantua-thaker- was the friend 
to whom I applied in all my diff. 
culties, and ſhe was ever ready to 
| SLOT r elie ve 


thoſe entertained by Mr Ving um; 


once in the way of ſpending fix 
dimes as much as he propoſed:to als - 


| entertainment of — 5 
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relieve me from them, and in this 
particular inſtance, recommended a 
Mus: Bradſhaw: to mezo as perſon 
welkacquainted-with: ths world and 


profountly, ſkilled in the knowledge 
of elegant life. But her ideas of 


Marketing, were very! different from 


and; ab for her- oqαοοõ,õ,Qa)r, of houſe- 
keeping: i it began by putting me at 


Je Warme. She thought of nothing 


GE -Operas;:and ridottas, and 


having perſuaded e me to go to an 


tion at the opera houſe, I Mas ther 
joined by Sir Peter Leſter, who ac- 
gampanied his addreſſes to me, Mith 
offers of every thing that could 
gratify thoſe idle. inelinations which 
elles were 
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were beginning to riſe in my boſom... 
The evening ended in his ſetting me 
down in his carriage, and obtaining 
e eee vit me W tiday. 


5110 RIAL 151110 level bas Sar 


—— Sis. — ng 


vhoſe viſit was rendered mort graciy | 


ous, by fine buckles, and beautiful 
china, with which he prefenited m4 
Wine, alſo, was poufed in upon me, 
and beſides allitheſe various offerings, 
L received from hid generous attach 
ment, upwards of an hundred pounds 
during the firſt w/ t Of my aoquainti 
ance. with the enamoured. little 
enight. His carmage alfop was at 
my ſfervict and, with mo frnalb ſatids 
faction, did. E enter it; fur chel firſt 
time, to preſent my figure in its new 
anil exalted ſtate to the gazers of 
\ * 
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by 
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Part. — Here I Was ſur rounded 
a by Lord Barymore Sir Frank Stan- 
Hilla Sir Alerander Gilmour dir 
Thothas Gaſcnigne, ard Edward Ben- 
tincł, and ſeveral other men of faſhion 
whom, I-did;not;know. + High, flown 

oompliments, familiar flattery, pro- 
© .pofals for aſſignations, &e. &c; were 
poured forth in uch abundanee, that 

Fus glad t eſcape from the con fu- 
on vrhich ſuch an unexpected ſcene 

__ ogpationed, On my turn hohe 1 

fdond Sir Peter: Leſter waiting to re- 
Teiwe m — as he mas extremely 
2 welcome gueſt: indeed; I made 
ſuchꝭ a coniſtant uſa of His cariiage 
that dbery one ſuppoſed he had as. 

tuallyiprefented it to mie. 1 
i tar ow) um inoleiq cu 
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— Adee aſſiſted by; Miſs Brad- 
bau, and Miſs Winkels, who were my, Ad- 
* 240% 4755 4. : laughable 4 Anecdote f the 1 latter. — — 


y Aequaintance much extende among * 
1 a/hionable Circles, by tobom F begin to R 
ns, uud am vi . "meta 


ee Sir Peter Beten. * nN 1. 184. 
Hic ko bur ah T1939 3. 51771 Leave 

| eh Pt tacdeokin; little the 

conſequence of my ſituation. and 
therefore hired a footman, and three 
women. ſervants: Lord Barrymore was 
o obliging as to preſent me w-ith an 


verging e aer of a eat 
quality, I was now viſited by pers 
1330, 1 ſons 
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ſons of rank, wealth, and generoſity ; 
fo that while my vanity was ſupplied 
with every means of ratification, 
my littie ſerupulotis Abano, at 
taking advantage of the partiality of 
mMmyadmrers,. began, with rhe aid of 
Miss Brad s friendly ſuggeſtions, 
to Wear inſenfibly away: indeed, my 
| Ficits, ta do them jultice, very, rea- 
dily conformed themſelves to the. ex- 
travagant gaiety of that career upon 
which I had entered, and of which 
| Fam! now become 4 diſtreſſing eu- 
amp: k NM Yor: 2 t 
Scl ng mamiout R ict enge 
The firſt inſtance, :however, of that 
Jovial, unreflecting conduct, which I 
afterwards continued to purſue, was 
at the expence of my god. friend 
Miſs: e ur ee 
_ Was as n chk: 
0 "Lord: 
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Lord Barrymore amd Sir Peter Lefter 
having done me the honour to attend 
mei to i HFootes theatre, we were met 
thereby Sir Frank Standi/ſh,vand! Sir 

; , ' Gaſooigne, and after the | 


play, the party adjourned: to w bovis 
to ſupper. On my return home 


found Miſs Winch ls chere, andy a8 
the was of a gay, lively turn, I des 
fired her to Pafs the evening with us 
and a very jovial one it Was, Sir 
Prter-Lefter had ſent me à quantity 
of very. fine: Madeira and the gentle: 
men! not only drank heartily ef it 
themſelves; but plied poor Miſs in- 
dels fo: copiouſty with the enchanting 


liquor, that ſhe, at length, fell under 


che table. It was then propoſed that 
aldlothes baſket ſhould be ptdeured, 


2 


and that the intoxicated lady ſhould 
de carried in it e own. houſe 
113 the 
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the-baſkerz therefote;: was ſodn pre- 
pared, and when the ſnoring mantua- 
maker Was properly depoſited im it, a 
equple of ahaicmen were ordered to 
convey: her home in e thad vahiole, 
This order was; readily obeyed i and 
We ſaw her, depart: with that loud 
2 PH CRE bei ſuppoſed 
to a my {ach acofitrivances 
ö wt his Ser mot, Alle dl Miba 
Was on the point of being married, 
nunc her intended bridegroom as im-: 
pskiently Waiting her return, when 
the ghatmen artived with thein load: 
they announced la package from ma, 
and when the baſket Was placed on 
the floor, nothing could equal the 
8 lover's: oonſternation on 
bsholding its contents, and the con · 
dlitien of them rhboweven he cal - 

lected „ to thank 
l | the 
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the bearers for their care, and, taking 
the unconſcious: fair one upon his 
back, he carried her up ſtairs to her 
chamber. The chairmen ſoon re- 
turned to add to our mirth by an 
acoount of their embaſſy, and to re- 
ceive a reward for their trouble, far 

ſuperior to any they ever obtained 
for bearing a lady of quality, in all 
the: ſober fplendor eye to a — 
eee vidio blow ot ! A 


SD bot K Mit Wi inks 0 was not the 


Ries one of the party whom ridicule 
had marked for à victim: during 
ſupper. Sir Frant Standiſb had taken 
Miſs Bradfbaw' aſide, and engaged 
himſelf to drink tea with me the 
following day; when, about half an 
hour prevmus to the time 4ppoihted; 
Sir 93 made his * 


2417 in 
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in order to communicate to me 2 
matter of ſome: importance to him - 
ſelf—after a pretty deal of awkward 
preamble, he informed me, that he 
had kept a lady, for ſome time, by 
whom he hadi a child, and on whom 

he had made a ſettlement; but that, 
as ſhe was of a very jealous temper, 
he was apprehenſive; if thei ſhbuld 
Adiſcover his fretjuent viſits to me, 
that ſhe would certainly follow him, 
and become very troubleſome to us 
both he therefore'requeſted; if ever 
ſhe ſhould come to my door; that I 
would order it to be ſhut againſt her. 
At this moment, a thundering rap 
ſtruck home on the Baronet's fears: 
he thought the lady in Nueſtion was 
comè after him a and, withgut a mo- 
mentary heſitation, crept under a 
tee where „ to be 


1 ſecure 
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ſecure from her vengeance. Howe⸗- 
ver, inſtead of a lady, in bounced a 
lively, well-dreſſed gentleman; and 
that gentleman was Sir Fant Standiſb, 
who came in conſequence of His ap- 


pointment. He immediately threwy 
himſelf upon the ſofa, and inſiſted 


on my ſitting down beſide him: this 
little arrangement being made, though 
with ſome violence, he began to make 
very ſerious propoſals about taking 
me under his ſole protection. He 
faid it was in his power to make as 
good a ſettlement as Sir Peter Leſter, 
and that it was a burning ſhame for 
ſuch a fine girl as I was to be ſacri- 
ficed to ſuck an old, ſhrivelled, car- 


buncled, ſkinny, herring-gutted fel- 


low like: him. Thus he went on 
praifing me and abuſing the poor 
nter who lay in duranee vile be- 

neath 
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neath the ſofa, an 


d had more reaſons 
to ſweat and fret than I ſhall. think 
proper to mention. But what could 

Ido Sir Fran was violent, and l 
reſiſted e quatrelled, and almoſt 
fought—nay, ſuch was the ſtruggle, 
that I was more than once afraid the 

ſoſa would give way, and poor Sir 
Peter receive the additional misfor- 
tune of being cruſhed, by the weight 
| which ſuch a circumſtance muſt have 
let down upon him. At length, 
however, Sir Frank threw his purſe 
into my lap, and took his leave. home 
F een ganmnud % ii all: bing: 
dit Peter now prept b Gnome | 
retreat, where he had lain, in filth 
and miſery, for near three hours; 
and what with duſt, dirt, and heat, 
exhibited aswretchedand melancholy 
an een, as I ever n. 


(138217 | to 
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to have ſeen on any occaſion. He 
contented himſelf, however, for the 
preſent, with a little eaſy abuſe of 
Sir Frank Standiſh, and making me 
promiſe never to mention the circum- 
ſtance to any human being, leſt he 
ſhould become the laughing ſtock, 

not only of his own acquaintance, 
but of half the town : this, indeed, 
would moſt aſſuredly have been the 
caſe, if the hiſtory had been divulged, 
and told in all the aggravating cir- 
cumſtances of which it was capable. 
The little knight, however, was ſo 
conſiderate as to throw all blame 
from me on the occaſion; on the 
contrary, he aſſured me that he ſhould 
continue his viſits as uſual, and that 
the next day he ſhould have the 
pleaſure of ſeeing me again. He 
AJ Vol. I. K | | then 


| 194 MEMOIR $ OF + 
? 
then withdrew, and left me at leiſure 


to reflect on what had paſſed, and 
to laugh myſelf almoſt into hyſterics 
at a ſcene, which has not a pere 
in al the vanety of our ſtage. 
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C H A Pp. XII. 
An Amour with Col. Stewart Murray. — Ar. 
FWalfingham begins to ſuſpect my Chaſtity— 
The natural Conſequences that followed —Takes 
me to Sir 72 iliam Meredith's, at Chelſea— 
Walk Home next Morning, and am met by 
Lord Dumfries, Sit Charles Farnaby, Capt. 
Scawen, and Capt. Brudenel, in the Park, 
* . who accompany me to Spring-Garden Gate. — 
A $a of Col. oy Murray's Amour, Sc. 


Wine my good. n Sir Peter 
| is recovering from his mortifi- 
cation, I muſt preſent a new perſonage 
to my readers, who announced him- 
"ſelf; in a manner that may juſtify 
expectation zabut whether he fulfils 
it or; not, the ſucceeding. pages will 
res K 2 qualify 
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qualify them to determine. This 
gentleman was Colonel Stewart Mur- 
ray, from whom I received the fol- 
lowing morning a very ardent letter, 
breathing nought but love and admi- 
ration, and containing, what was in 
fact ſuperior to either, a ſmall piece 
of bank paper, value twenty pounds. 
In ſhort, the Colonel intreated me 
| to ſend word by the bearer of his 
letter when I would honour him 
with an aſſignation; and this perſon, 
who was an intelligent man in his 
way, affuring me that Colonel Mur- 
ray was, in every ſenſe of the word, 
A gentleman, and a man of honour, | 
and Miſs Bradſhaw ſuggeſting. to me 
that I might; perhaps, get a new fa- 
Thionable carriage, &c. &c. out of 
_ him, I conſented to meet him that 
n ſix o clock,” at Mr. 
| Carter 8, 
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Carter's, in Bow: erect, Covent-Gar- 
den. 


Accordingly I went at the appointed 
time, and found the gentleman wait- 
ing for me. He was in raptures, 
and as I thought, on the moment of 
laying thouſands at my feet—but it 
all ended 1n a propoſal of keeping me 
in his own houſe, and allowing me 
two hundred pounds a year: My 

notions had already got to be'too ex- 
travagant for me not to treat ſuch a 
propoſal as à matter infinitely, be- 
neath me ;—however, I conſented to 
give him an occaſional meeting, and 
pocket book; 3 it was faſtened by m 
gold lock of which he had left the 
key at home, ſo that I was for the 
88 prevented from taking a ly 


1 K 3 peep 
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peep at the contents of it.—At this 
moment my ſervant arrived with an 
account that Captain Walfingham 
Was at my houſe, and had declared 
His feſolution not to quit it till he 
had Teen me.—Accordingly I took 
my leave of Colonel Murray, and 
made the beſt of my way home. — 
On my arrival l found the Captain 
not ifi the beſt humour in the world; 
uv ſuppoſe, madam, ſaid he, you 
mean to engroſs the whole Houſe of 
Commons, for here have been ſix of 
its members within this hour at your 
door, and T have taken care that their 
names' ſhould be written on the ſlate 
for your inſpection and ſatis faction. 
However, full dreſſed as you are you 
2will) Yeteive” no more | viſitors this 
2 evening; and I would adviſe you to 
Nee to fleep" in the coun- 
„ 3 try. 


- 
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tr v. —He ſaid Sir William Meredith 
would call as ſoon as the houſe was 
up, and take us in his carriage to 
his villa at Chelſea. As for any more 
viſitors I had already taken care to 
prevent their appearance, by order- 
ing the ſervant to patrole before the 
door and keep off any who might at- 
tempt to approach it. In ſhort, Mr. 
Talfngham was diſpoſed to be very 
grumbling, and let looſe, all his ſuſ- 
picions againſt Miſs Bradhaw, which 
I rather tended to encreaſe by my 
warm — of her. 


270 At Re Sir Wi . Mered; th ar- 
rived and took us along with him to 
Cbe Ita. After ſupper Mr. Walfing- 
ham began to talk very ſeriouſly to 
me; he did not at all underſtand the 
manner in which I proceeded, and 
„ that 
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that I muſt either ſee a great deaFof 
company to ſupport my extravagance, 
or be extremely in debt. I poſitively 
denied both the one and the other. 
Well, faid he, be that as it may, I ſhall 
for the future keep a very cloſe watch 
over you. He then gave me a purſe 
with about thirty guineas in it, and 
concluded his ſolemn remonſtrance. 
On his tetiring for a ſhort time in- 
to the with-drawing room, Colonel 
| Murray's pocket book happened to 
occur, and as my curioſity was not 
diſpoſed to wait for the key of it, I 
broke it open, and with no ſmall 
ſatisfaction diſcovered © the contents 
to be a twenty and a thirty pound 
note, and a memorandum of parlia- 
mentary buſineſs. - I eertainly did 
not communicate this circumſtance 
o Mr. 2 whoſe jealouſy 


ſeemed 
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ſeemed to be already awakened, and 
it ſurely was not my intereſt to do 
any thing wantonly to encreaſe it. — 
At Chelſea, however, I remained but 
one night, and the following, morn- 
ing as it was remarkably . fine, I 
walked through the Park in my way 
home. There I was joined by Lord 
Dumfrie:, Sir Charles Farnaby, and 
Captain Scawen, and afterwards by 
Mr. George Brudenel, who paid me 
great attention, and requeſted my 
permiſſion, in the moſt earneſt man- 
ner, to wait upon me. I mention 
this circumſtance now, as the gentle- 
man will himſelf be noticed in a 
0988 particular manner Hexraſtes;: 1 
-:- Dine 
Look 3 1 my == Spring © 
Garden Gate, and on my return home, 
1 and a Billet dous. from Colonel 
. «8 Murray, 
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Murray, repeating his former pro- 
poſals, and requeſting to know if I 
would accept of them, but not a 
word was mentioned of the pocket 
book or its contents; I wrote an im- 
mediate anſwer, which was perfectly 
deciſive as to the inadequacy of his 
propoſed allowance, and the impoſ- 
ſibility on that account, of my ac- 
cepting the offers he” 54 me the ho- 
nour to make. N 

Ln Holde 

This little e boßnel 8 being diſpatch- 
ed, I produced my pocket book, and 
diſcovered i its contents to my two ex- 
icellent friends and ſage / adviſers, 
"Miſs Winckles' and Miſs Bradſhaw, 
and not being certain that on giving 
mme che pocket book, the Colonel re- 
Collected what it contained, 1 had 

# "Sine een about making any ap- 
n . 82 plication 


plication of the Bank notes, with- 
out firſt acquainting him of my 
doubts on the ſubject; in ſhort, with 
great ſimplicity and ſincerity, I aſked 
theſe well-informed women, what it 
became me to do in the affair: what 
it becomes you to do? ſaid they, 
burſting at the ſame moment into 
a loud fit of laughter, « Why, 
change the notes. into cath at once, 
to be ſure, and lay out the money.“ 
A coach, therefore, was immediately 
called, and a trifling application to a 
filver-ſmith's ſhop, and a linen- 
draper's warehouſe, ſoon eaſed me of 
my own ſcruples and the Colonel's 

notes; indeed, I had flattered myſelf, 
that the generous: ſpirit which had 
pre ſented me with thoſe intereſting 
pieces of paper, had made me r 
nen „„ 414412 h 

| K 6 - "Wib- 
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But I had reckoned too much on 
the good Colonel's kind intentions to- 
wards me; for in the afternoon, the 
perſon who' brought his firſt meſſage 
to me, now brought another of a 
very different kind. He preſented 
the key of the pocket book to me, 
with a requeſt that I would return 
him the contents of it, which he 
was ſo obliging as to inform me con- 
ſiſted of two bank notes, to the 
amount of fifty pounds. My anſwer 
to this unlucky meſſage was nothing 
more, than that if there had been 
fifty notes of the ſame value, I could 
_ eaſily have diſpenſed with them, and 
if the Colonel wiſhed to be further 
ſatisfied on the ſubject, he would 
do'well to call himſelf. This favour 
my gallant and generous ſoldier was 
ſo obliging as to confer on me that 
| very 
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very afternoon, when he informed 
me, that he really did not mean to 
preſent me with the notes in queſtion, 
and therefore entreated me to return 
them to him. Ah !-my dear Colonel, 
ſaid I, — there they are, - pointing to 
a basket which contained the things 
they had purchaſed, —and fifty pounds 
more will be neceflary to complete 
the little arrangement they have be- 
gun. This reply enraged the diſap- 
pointed Colonel to ſuch a degree; 
that his uſual moderation forſook 
him, and he treated me with a 
ſpecimen of as rough language, as 

ever I remember to have heard,—He 
frequently called me a jilt, and ſome 
other names which I ſhall not repeat. 
On finding, however, that his bank 
notes were irrecoverable, he was de- 


| 0 at leaſt not to loſe his 
Par- 
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Parliamentary memorandums which 
had accompanied them, and demand- 
ed its reſtoration. I did not, to ſay 
the truth, quite like the peremptory 
manner in which | he addrefled me, 
and I was on the moment of refuſing 
to return him even the paper in 
queſtion; but after checking his im- 
pertinence by an haughty look or 
two, 1 told him, that as his country 
was concerned in the important con- 
tents of this political tranſcript, 1 
ſhould: reſtore it to him, which 1 ac- 
cordingly did in a manner that added 
not to the meaſure of his content - 
ment, for he went —_ full of 


e menace. Anispn 
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C H AP. XII. 


Recital of Col. Murray's Amour to Sir F. 
Standiſh, Sir Thomas Gaſcoigne, and Sir Z. 
Dundas ;—the Mirth it occaftoned. The 

Party diſperſed by the Arrival »f Sir - Peter 

| Lefler, wha came loaded with Preſents.—Pre- 
 vailed upon by him to fit for my Picture to Sir 
Foſhua Reynolds. —Curious Scene at Vauxhall, 
in Company with Lord Edward Bentinch, Sir 
Peter, and à large Party—Mr. Walfingham 

.| alarmed at my Extrayagance—The Letters 
\ which paſſed in Conſequence. | | 


I Amuſed myſelf for an hour after 
= he was gone, with the recollection 
of his filly and fruitlefs embaſly, 
and J afforded'no ſmall entertaintment 
by the recital of the Colonel's- viſe, 
; &c. 
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&c. to Sir Frank Standi 72 Sir Thomas 
Gaſcoigne, and Sir Lawrence Dundas, 

Who formed a viſiting group that 
evening in my With-drawing-room. 
There they fat laughing at the poor 
Colonel, and amuſing themſelves 
with my reiterated accounts of him 
and his gallantry ; when the arrival 
of Sir Peter Lefter at once diſperſed 
my little circle. The amorous 
Baronet came with a preſent of pins 
for my hair, and pictures for my 
drawing-room ; and alſo to requeſt 
that I would accompany him the fol- 
lowing evening on a party to Yaux- 
ball. I accepted, as may be ſup- 
poſed, very readily, both the preſents 
and the invitation. But this was not 
all-—Sir. Peter was obliged in a ſhort 
time to go into the country, and as 
at was not ithis: the compaſs of 
Com- 
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common arrangement for me to at- 
tend him there, his paſſion had no 
other means of conſolation when he 
was ſeparated from me, but by the 
poſſeſſion of my picture, which he 
determined ſhould proceed from the 
nn of Sir Foſhua Rounds "0 


TO food i. lame which Was ſo 
beneficial to me, was both my in- 
tereſt and my inclination. I moſt 
willingly conſented: to attend the 
painter on this occaſion. But while 
my vanity was flattered by all theſe 
generous aſſiduities, I began to ap- 
prehend that Sir Peter's departure for 
the country might clip the wings of 
it, by taking his carriage along with 
him. This little alarm was very 
ſoon communicated to my Privy 
Counſellors 1 in ordinary. Miſs Brad 

A | Jha 
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bau, and Miſs Winckets, who kindly 
conſoled me, by treating it with the 
utmoſt contempt. —#* Oh, faid they, 
« the Knight is now too. fond of 
« you not to gratify you in any thing 
„% you may aſk of him. You have 
nothing to do therefore, but, when 
„ he comes again, to appear ex- 
* tremely uneaſy, and to inform 
«him, after much entreaty on his 
part, that your unhappineſs ariſes 
1 ˙frem the applications of your 
« creditors, ſome of whom, you 
„ muſt tell him, threaten to trouble 
«you = Aye,” ſaid Miſs Minc- 
Refs, ** And l'Il make my bill as long, 


% and demand my money as loudly 
ce as you pleaſe.” Thus did we 
arrange the ſcene for the next morn- 
ing, and when Sir Peter came, it was 
acted to admiration, and crowned 

with 
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with ſucceſs. A draft of 'the good 
Knight's on Mr. Child the banker, 
for two hundred pounds, wes the 
agreeable concluſion of the buſineſs. 
I was not dilatory in getting the 
money, and engaging a carriage for 
the time when Sir Peter Laer pro- 
poſed to leave town, | 


In the evening, he took me td 
Vauxhall, where we were joined by 
Lord Edward Bentinck, Mr. Charles 
Townley, his brother Mr. Edward 
Standiſh, with ſeveral others whom 
1 did not know, nor was I the only 
lady of the party.—After ſauntering 
as uſual for an hour or two, we fat 
down' to ſupper, where all that the 
place afforded was ſerved in pro- 
fuſion. Among the reſt of the com- 
pany, there was a gentleman whom 

I did 
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T did not then know, and whoſe 
name I have ſince forgotten, but who 
was dreſſed as if he was made to lay 
in a band-box; he happened to fit 
next to me, and was ſo good as to 
make me an object of his coxcomical 
attentions; and for which, I am 
afraid it will be thought, I made a 
very ungrateful return; for a Miſs 
Hudſon, ” now Mrs. Tempeſt, having 
thrown a piece of bread into my 
glaſs of Champaign, unobſerved by 
me, it ſtuck in my throat, and my 
efforts to get it back were ſo power- 
ful, that they brought a very hearty 
ſupper along with it, and the whole 
contents of my ſtomach were diſ- 
charged on the ſilk cloaths of my 
macaroni neighbour. His diſtreſs, 
however, inſtead of pity, produced 
ont repeated peals of laughter, 

which 
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which combined with the other cir- 
cumſtances of this unpleaſant ac- 
cident, made it abſolutely neceſſary 
for him to retreat. The whole com- 
pany ſoon followed his example, and 
Sir Peter was ſo good as to conduct 
me to my own door.. 


| The next day I was favoured with 
a ſitting from Sir Foſhua Reynolds; 
but I was extremely mortified when 
Miſs Bradſhaw informed me, on my 
return home, that, during my 
abſence, among other viſitors, Mr. 
George Brudtnel had been at my door, 
whom ſhe repreſented as juſt come of 
age and extremely rich; in ſhort, 
Juſt ſuch a character as ſuited my 
immediate Uiſpoſitions, Thou ough 1 
had, ſometimes, almoſt ae 
Mr. Malſi ngham, he was not quite ſo 


1 for- 
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forgetful of me, and this very day 1 
received the following epiſtle from 
him. 5 


„Dear Nancy, 


& T am going out of town to the 


6 Earl of Shelburne's for a few days, 


“ finding myſelf not very well, and 
ebene inglaſed you fifty ponds. | 


j| 


: « 'T could. with gn ED) put 


e that woman out of the houſe, as 1 


e think the does you. no good, and 
2] « tract a little from your. extrava- 


ny gance. I think you had better, as 


«© you, have coats and hats for your 
MK « chairmen, only have them now 
fe and then, as you ſhould want 
451 Wem, and not keep them. in full 


; | R | a 
G} * 113 £3 Tf « 2% % If U 14 LC Ts pay. 
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© pay. I hope, when 1 return, 
«to ſettle you in a more retired 
* life. 7 7 ＋ C4 
7 10 Gi Hours Ke. 

em ic et bas in Haq E f 
. . hd g 7 

To this lerer 1 ſent hes follow- 
ing anſwer ;* © 


26 SIR, 


- I 5 } 


og GY to the e from. any 
Le. of my expences, I cannot think 
* of at, as I every day ſee ladies 
„ much more expenſive. than my- 
4 ſelf. As to my chairmen, I can- 
« not do without them, for the 
& meſſages would come to more 
* than their wages, the footman 


__ havin g work enough to do to an- 
„ ſwer 
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„ ſwer the door; —and as to my 
40 companion, Iecannot do without 
<« her, for it is impoſſible for me to 
« go to any public place without 
„ ſuch a perſon; and as for my 
66 ſtaying conſtantly at home, that 
& will not at all ſuit my inclination,” 


* ; 7 ; T 
| FCC 
„1 4115 1192 4 29 9¹⁰⁰ 11 j 01 


Thus did I treat Mr. WWalfngham!s 
ugreeable bhillet- duur, for fo nettled 
Was I at its dictatorial impertinence, 
that .I ebuld not be ſoothed into com- 
mon patience by the h 8 
ee ee e eo „ et 
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Excurſion with Sir G. Metham and Lady to Sut- 


ton, —On our return agreed to go to Ranelagh. 
Met Mr. Walfingham there with Lord G. 


Germain and Mr. Sheldon. — Taken from 
thence by a Stratagem of Mr. Walſingham's.— 


A Batile the Conſequence in the Coach going 
moo» nd a once the noble Captain 8 


O the very "RS after, Sir George 
Metham and the lady who lived 
with him, called at my houſe to in- 


vite me on a party with them out of 
town, which obliging invitation I 
very readily accepted; and as the 


knight's poſt chariot was not large 
enough to hold us with convenience, 
Vol. I, E I or- 
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J ordered the coach which I had 
hired. Miſs Winkels was deſired to 
accompany us, and as we were not 
enough already, Sir George intro- 
duced no leſs than five of his dogs 
into the carriage, and away we went 
to Sutton, in Surrey, where we were 
to take our chance of getting a bit 
of dinner with an old woman who 
had been Lady Metham's nurſe. 


After having regaled ourſelves in 
her neat little cottage, and played a 
number of boyiſh and girliſh pranks— 
which it would only pleaſe boys and 
girls to relate—we returned to town; 
when it was agreed that we ſhould 
conclude the day by a viſit to Rane- 
lagh. Accordingly I returned home, 
dreſſed myſelf in the utmoſt ele- 
gance, and attended Sir George Me- 

tham 
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Nam and his lady to our evening's 
amuſement. We had no ſooner en- 
tered the Rotunda than we met Mr. 
Walfingham, Lord George Germain, 
and Mr. Sheldon. The former no 
ſooner ſaw me' than he came up, 
and, after ſaying a great many hand- 
ſome things upon my good looks, 
&c. he defired me to take a turn in 
the garden with him, as he had 
ſomething very particular to com- 
municate to me. At that moment 
I could have preferred a ſimilar pro- 
poſal from Mr. Sheldon, but as it 
was, I conſented to retire, and, as 
Sir George had joined Sir Francis 
Delaval, Lady Metham accompanied 
me into the garden, where Mr. Wal- 
fingham was waiting to receive me. 


"Frag +: oa 
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He began the converſation by aſk- 
ing me if I was ſerious in the anſwer 
which I had written to his letter, 
and, being aſſured that I never was 
in a more ſerious humour in my life 
than when I wrote 1t,—** My dear 
girl,“ ſaid he, after the death of my 
mother-in-law, I ſhall have a very 
large fortune, and then if four or 
five hundred a year will ſatisfy your 
Wiſhes, I will ſettle it upon you, 
and do every thing beſides that is in 
my power to make you happy.”—1I 
obſerved, without heſitation, that 
the lady who was with me had ſeven 
hundred a year ſettled upon her, and 
that I was very well informed it was 
in his power to do the ſame by me, 
if his inclination was equal to his 
capacity.— This little hint of mine 
ſeemed to hurt him very much, and 

| he 
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he left us for a ſhort timò to take 
a few agitated turns by himſelf.— 
On joining vs again, he aſked me if 
I went home with Sir George Metham 
and his lady. I replied in the nega- 
tive, as they had ordered their cha- 
riot to come for them, and that I 
ſhould return home 1n my own.— 
And are you ſo mad, ſaid he, as to 
have a carriage ?—lIt is even ſo, was 
my anſwer, and a very handſome 
one it is.— Well, replied he, hand- 
ſome or not, I ſuppoſe it will be my 
lot to pay for it.— To that I aſſured 
him, there could be no objection on 
my part; and thus we continued a 
little ſparring converſation, which 
ended in his promiſing to ſee me 
home. be we bi, 


2 OL 
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We now returned-into the room, 
and had ſcarce made a circuit there, 
when he declared his impatience to 
go and ſee the coach, and propoſed 
our taking a little turn init and 
coming back. To this I unwarily 
conſented; for the moment we were 
ſeated in the carriage, he told the 
coachman to drive to my houſe; 1 
vociſerated. a contrary order, and a 
very curious ſcene of confuſion en- 
ſued ; for while 1 was endeavouring 
to get out of the carriage, he ſeized 
my head, as he elegantly expreſſed 
nimſelf, to unrig it, which he did 
moſt effectually by forcibly taking 
every ornament from off it. In re- 
turn I applied my nails to his face, 
and we were both of us very ſoon in 
a condition by no means calculated 
to offer ourſelves to public obſer- 
| | vation, 


a 
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vation. In ſhort, we were not in a 
ſituation to go any where but to my 
houſe, and thither we returned, as 
may be ſuppoſed, not in the beſt 


humour with each other. 


When I had a full view of the 
noble Captain's appearance, I was 
almoſt ſhocked at the outrage I had 
committed on his manly face, and 
haſtened to bathe the bleeding 
wounds which I had planted there. 
Reſentment could now be of no 
avail, and though he threatened, and 
I laughed at his menaces, we ſat 
down quietly to ſupper, and after a 
little mutual grumbling, as quietly 
went to bed. — The next morning he 
found himſelf in ſuch condition that 
he dared not venture home, ſo he 
went to Sir William Meredith's houſe 
L 4 at 
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at Chelſea, where he contrived by 
ſome excuſe or other, to remain 
without ſuſpicion, till his disfigure- 
ments were diſſipated. 
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CH x IF; 


The handſome Manner in which. Sir Peter Leſter 
takes his Leave of Abſence for a few Months 
Amour with Mr, G. Brudenell—An Excurſion 
on the Water Another Ducking Scene—Spend 

the Evening at Mrs. Hayes's, King's Place— 
A Fortune-telling Scene there= Form an Ac- 
quaintance with Miſs Harvey, who undertakes 
to introduce me io Lord Maſbam. 


2 following morning Sir Peter 

Lefter waited upon me to an- 
nounce his immediate departure into 
the country. The generous: little 
knight made me a very noble preſent, 
and gave me an order on his banker 


for twenty pounds a month during 
L 5 his 
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his abſence, which I was happy to 
receive, as I thought that it would 


ſerve at leaſt to keep my wheels in 
motion. 


In the afternoon I received a viſit 
from Mr. Brudenell, who wiſhed very 
much to have ſtayed with me at my 
own houſe; but to this propoſal I 
would by no means conſent; for 
| 7 I had bickered a little with 
Mr. Walfingham of late, and was not 
very ſcrupulous as to my fidelity to- 
wards him, yet I had a fanciful punc- 
tilio about ſuffering any one to remain 
Four and twenty hours with me in 
the houſe whoſe rent he paid—Bru- 
denell, therefore, ordered a Chaiſe, 
and we went for an hour or two to 
the Star and Garter at Richmond. At 
vight we returned to town; and, as 

l I would 
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I would not take him to my own 
houſe, he took me to the well known 
pavilion of Mrs. Charlotte Hayes, in 

King's-Place. Here we found Sir 
Pennifton Lamb, whom 1 ſhall, in fu- 
ture call Lord Melburne, with Miſs 
Dubourg, Miſs Harriet Lamb, Miſs 
Hudſon, Miſs Hayward, and ſeveral 
others, who were amuſing them- 
| ſelves with telling fortunes with 
cards—an employment which, from 
the continual agitations of hope and 
fear, fills up, 1 believe univerſally, 
the unoccupied intervals of meretri- 
cious life. We joined this pleaſant 
company 3 but though I had, at the 
very moment, ſome of the lace with 
which Lord Melburne had prefented 
me, in my head-dreſs, no look of re- 
cognition eſcaped either the one or 


the other. 
L6 Quitting 
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Quitting the room for a moment 
with Miſs Hudſon, as we croſſed the 
paſſage, I ſaw an old, feeble figure of 
a man creep out of his carriage, and 
with no ſmall difficulty did he reach 
a back parlour. Such an old, debi- 
litated ſhape, coming for pleaſure to 
a brothel, ſtruck ſo forcibly upon my 
fancy, that I was ready to fall from 
laughter, when Miſs Hudſon told me 

that it was no leſs a perſon than Lord 
Maſbam, a nobleman of large for- 

tune, and whoſe defires, fortunately 
dor women of a certain claſs, though 
they had outlived the power of grati- 
fication, till prompted him to be 
generous for what he could not ob- 
tain. My tittering humour, how- 
ever, when once ſet afloat, was not 
. eaſily made to ſubſide; and I carried 
back to the company all the merry 
895 
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- diſpoſitions which had been ſuggeſted 
by this antedeluvian ſatyr; but while 
he had engaged ſo much of my at- 

tention, I had not eſcaped his Lord- 
| ſhip's very particular notice; and 
Mrs. Hayes called me afide to inform 
ne of this circumſtance—to tell me 
How enamoured the noble letcher was 
of me, and to aſſure me how profitable 
to myſelf I might make my acquain- 
tance with him: accordingly, I pro- 
miſed to artange ſome future aſſigna- 


tion with his Lordfhip at her houſe. 


The next day Mr. Brudenell 3 
a x pleaſure barge ; ; and, accompanied 
with Captain O'Hara and Miſs Hud- 
ſon, we made a little voyage up the 
Thames. But this day produced little 
or no ſatis faction, for theſe two good 


people were in one eternal j jar and 
3 diſ- 
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diſpute: ſometimes they only ſnarled 
at each other then they would riſe 
into all the violence of animoſity 
and at length they fought, when 
poor Miſs Hudſon fell into the river, 
and Mr. O' Hara did not feem at all 
anxious to preſerve her from drown- 
ing: indeed, it was with no little 
difficulty that ſhe was got into the 
boat, where ſhe ſat a miſerable drip- 
ping figure, refufing to go on thore 
to procure dry clothes, and indulging 
that ſullenneſs of temper, which is 
ſo very difagreeable to all who wit- 
neſs it, and is ſo particularly grievous 
to thoſe who are ſo unfortunate as to 


be ſubject to it. 


On our arrival! in teh we” went to 
Mrs. Hayes s; and, when Miſs Hud- 


fon had changed her clothes, we all 
adjourned 
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adjourned to the Star and Garter in 
| Pall-Mall, where we enjoyed all the 
_ pleaſure of convivial feſtivity. 


A Miſs Harvey, and one of the 
covey belonging to Mrs. Hayes, were 
of the party; ſne is ſince better known 
by the name of Mrs. Boſcawen, and 
was one of the moſt agreeable women 
I ever knew—this lady, when we 
retired after ſupper from the gentle- 
men, gave me a little hiſtory of the 
intriguing world; and, informing me 
of Lord Maſbam's partiality to me, 
_ adviſed me, inthe ſtrongeſt terms, to 
| encourage his addrefles, and turn 
them to my advantage. 


5 
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"Mr. Brudenell receives Ober to join 1 Regi. 
ment — Am rallied by Lord Melburne on the 
Loſs of my Lover —Introduces me 10: the Duke 
of Leinſter, Mr. Edward Foley, Mr. John 
Wynn, Mr. "5 Dillon, and Mr. R. Sheldon, 
the very Man for whom I had conceived a Par- 
tidlity while at Brompton Return Home, and 
take Miſs Harvey with me, who reforms my 
 Eftabliſhment, —and introduces me to herd 
Maſtan. 


| ET cam be remembered, perhaps, 


that I mentioned, in a former part 


of this work, how much I was ſtruck 


with the figure and appearance of 
Mr. Ralph Sheldon, when I acciden- 


tally ſaw him at Brompton. The idea 


of 0 ſtill remained with me; and, 
when 
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when any thing like a ſymptom of 
preference affected my mind, his 
form preſented itſelf to my remem- 
brance. It gave me, therefore, no 
ſmall pleaſure when I found that his 
viſits to Mrs. Hayes were very fre- 
quent; where, as well as every where 
elſe, according to Miſs Harvey's ac- 
count, the ladies were all enamoured 
of him. | 


The next day Mr. Brudenell re- 
ceived a letter from Colonel Mamners, : 
of Waldgrave's Dragoons, requiring 
him to repair immediately to his 
corps. This circumſtance gave him 
very great ueaſineſs, and he wiſhed 
me extremely to accompany him to 
quarters — but that was impoſſible 
ſo we parted with mutual regret, as 
he was not yet ſatiated with my per- 

ſon, 
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ſon, nor was I tired of his generoſity, 
which, indeed, had bordered upon 
profuſion. I now went to my houſe, 
and took Miſs Harvey with me; but, 
on the ſuggeſtions of that lady, and 
influenced, perhaps, by ſome ſecret 
inclinations of my own, I returned to 
Mrs. Hayes, at whoſe houſe I found, 
-as uſual, the fond Lord Melburne, 
and his favourite Harriet. After ral- 
lbying me for ſome time on the lofs 
of my loyer, I intreated his Lord- 
_ ſhip's intereſt to procure me another, 
which he very kindly undertook, 
aſſuring me that he would find me 


dne tomy ſatis faction. Accordingly 


he hurried away to the Cocoa Tree, 
and ſoon brought back with him the 
ur of Leinſter, Mr. Edward Foley, 
Mr. John Wynn, Charles Dillon, and 
| Ve yry man I ſo much wiſhed to 


ſee— 
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ſee—Mr. Ralph Sheldon. That gen- 
tleman immediately addrefled his 
particular attention to me; but, tho' 
he had ſome knowledge of my face, 
did not recollect where he had firſt 
ſeen me. Among other little gallant 
afliduities, he enquired, as I thought, 
with an intereſting curioſity, how I 
came into that houſe ; when J told 
him that I was under the protection 
of Mr. Walfngham, but that he was 
of ſuch an imperious and narrow 
diſpoſition as had determined me to 
quit my houſe for a ſhort time, and 
live with Mrs. Hayes, more particu- 
larly as my debts were become ſo 


conſiderable, that I was actually a- 


fraid to mention them to him. To 
all this account Mr. Sheldon paid a 
very handſome attention, but made 
no motion of any kind towards re- 

lieving 
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lieving me * the embarraſſinents 
1 had deſcribed. The gentlemen 
ſtaid about two hours, and then de- 
parted. 


The next day I returned home, 
and took Miſs Harvey with me. As 
I now, from Mr. Brudenell's genero- 
ſity, &c. &c. was in poſſeſſion of a 
large ſum of money, I was determined 
to pay all my debts, or, at leaſt, to 
apply what money I had in diſcharge 
of them as far at it would go: I 
therefore ſent for my mantua-maker, 
and defired her to go immediately and 
colle& the bills from the different 
tradeſmen 1 employed—this com. 
miſſion was very ſoon executed; and 
though the demands againſt me great- 
ly exceeded my expectations, I paid 
the whole, except about eighteen 

pounds. 
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pounds. This circumſtance gave me 
ſome uneaſineſs; and, on my expreſ- 
ſing a concern at not having diſ- 


charged every farthing of my debts, 


Miſs Winchels was ſo obliging as to 
communicate to me, for the firſt 


time, the uſe of a pawnbroker ; and 
as I had valuables in plenty ſhe ſoon 


procured me the neceflary ſum, which 


— 


applied to diſcharge the only debt 1 


then had in the world. 


But when we came to examine - 


my expences the groſſeſt impoſitions 


appeared in every part of them; and 


1 found to my infinite vexation, that 


houfe-keeping was to the full as 


coſtly to me when I was abſent from 
home as when I was preſent. Miſs” 


Harvey, who poſſeſſed a far greater 
Rare of oY knowledge than my- 


ſelf, 


9 
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ſelf, looked into theſe things with 
great ſagacity, and offered to leave 
Mrs. Hayes and ſhare every kind of 
expence with me, if I would ſubmit 
to her diſcretionary directions. I aſ- 
ſented, with great readineſs, to her 
propoſal, and ſhe did not heſitate to 
inſiſt on an immediate reform of my 
eſtabliſhment, —Miſs Bradſhaw was 
diſmiſſed with the reſt, and my 
houſhold reduced to the cook-maid 
and the footman. We determined, 
however, to continue the carriage, 
but to keep the coachman at board 
wages, and not to ſuffer him to ap- 
proach the houſe but when he came 
for orders. Having thus arranged 
our new ſyſtem of œconomy, of 
which there was ſome reaſon to be 
proud, we returned in the evening 
to our good friend Mrs, Hayes in or- 
OT a r 
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der to procure the means of carrying 
it into execution. 

I was already engaged to meet 
Lord Maſbam, and I found his Lord- 
ſhip waiting for me with all the 
amorous impatience of ,his years. I 
ſhall not attempt to repeat, for in- 
deed I do not remember, all the fine 
things he ſaid to me; he was, how- 
ever, moſt deſperately enamoured;— 
and as a proof of it, he declared his 
readineſs to ſettle eight hundred 
pounds a year upon me, which was 
the ſame income he had beſtowed on 
a lady who had formerly lived with 
him, if I would enter into a ſimilar. 
ſituation, and conduct myſelf in a 
manner agreeable to his wiſhes. We 
paſſed the beſt part of the night in 
arranging the buſineſs of this ſettle- 

by ment, 
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ment. At length, however, the 
doting old peer departed, after hav- 
ing preſented me a note of twenty 
pounds and engaged me to meet him 
the next evening, when he promiſed 
to bring me a pair of diamond ears 
rings. : | | 


| 
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